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MISCELLANY. 

COMMODORE PORTER. 

Lo the Editor uf the Globe. 

Sta: In the caption of article published at Phil- 
adelphia, in the Ledger and Daily Transcript, of | 
January 12th, the writer says that L “had applied for 
my restoration to ny former rank aud emoluments as 
a captain in the navy;” and after asserting that this 
is a project of the present Secretary of the Navy, | 
says: 

*« Perhaps the Secretary may suppose that the res- | 
toration of Commodore Porter would drive the old | 
Officers from the service, and he may indulge some | 
wish to that effect. if this be done, we shall never | 
obtain the like, for the honorable spirits from which 
such characters are made, will avoid a mavy that 
expects its veterans, in the autumn of their days, by 
violations of fundamental rules, to gratify private 
pigu’s or partialities. But, besides the veterans, this 
step would cost us the junior officers, for not one of 
them would remain after being superseded in a man- 
her so exceptionable.” ; 

My positive assertion, published in the Globe, that 
I never had applied to be restored to my former rank 
in the navy, and never intended to do so, ought to 
satisfiy every one that this determination was not 
made without due reflection. 

Independent of the treatinent which drove me to 
seek service abroad, there are other considerations 
why I ought not to return to the navy, and these are 
explained in my letter to the honorable Secretary of 
the 14th January, of which I take the liberty to send 
you a copy, which is as follows: 

GeorGerown, Jan. 14, 1839. 

“ My Dear Sir: Not willing that you should 
think me whimsical or capricious, after what has pas- 
sed on the subject of my return to the navy, and iny 
determination not to do so, as expressed in the Globe 
of fast Saturday, I think it proper to explain to you, 
briefly, why [ cannot retura, without lowering mny- 

















selfin my own estimation, and that of the public. 

**[ send an extract from the records of the court 
martial ; the charge on which I was found guilty ; 
the finding of the court; and the sentence of punish- 
ment. . 

“ The orders under which I acted have been laid 
before the public; it is my belief that the public 
have acquitted me, and pronounced the sentence an 
unjust one. I feel that this is the case, and,on this 
impression, I have been influenced to resign. 
Nothing has occurred to change the opinion long since 
formed. Then why should | be willing to step for- 
ward to relieve the navy from the odium which it 
brought on itself by the sentence of a court, formed 
by thirteea of its wost distinguished members? Have 
they, collectively or indivianally, made any public 
atonement for the injury they did me, by a sentence 
ewhich has been pronounced by the nation unjust? 
‘Had the Administration, by whose persecution, be- 
‘fare and after my trial, [ was driven from the service, 
done any thing to sooth my feelings, and to encour- 
age me to relieve it from the disgrace? Nothing! I 
undersvent the punishment to which I was sentenced 
without complaining; but I am not willing to belong 
again to a corps which makes it punishable to show 
‘an anxious disposition to maintain the honor and 
advance the interests of the nation and service.’ 

I have the bonor to be, with much respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
DAVID PORTER.” 

“Hon. J. K. Pautpine, Secrelary of the Navy.” 

Of the thirteen officers who composed the court, 
seven are dead. Of those who are still living, one 
I believe to be my friend; one I know to be my friend; 
of two I have never had cause to doubt their friend- 
ship; two have never given any evidence of their 
Sriendshp for me; and one I believe to be my enemv. 

As the author of the article alluded to, is, I be- 





lieve, one of the members of the court who passed 
the sentence of punishment on ine, | leave the pub- 
lic to determine, after what has come before it, whe- 
ther the publication, which drew from me this article, 


is deserving of any thing from me but contempt. 


I ain, with great respect, your very obedeint servant, 
DAVID PORTER. 
GeorGerowN, February 3, 1839. 
Extract— Charge First. 

** Disobedience of orders, and conduct unbecoming 
an oflicer. 

*« Speci fication.—For that he, the said David Porter, 
being in command of the navai forces of the Uni- 
ted States, in the West India Seas, Gulf of Mexico, 
&e., did, on or about the 14th day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-four, with a part of said naval force, land on 
the island of Porto Rico, in the dominions of his 
Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain, then, and still 
in amity, and at peace with the United States, in a 
forcible and hostile manner, and ia military array, 
and did then and there commit divers acts of hostility 
against the snbjects and property of the said King of 
Spain, in contravention of the Constitution of the 
United States, and of the laws of nations, and in 
violation of the instructions from the Government of 
the United States, to him the said David Porter.” 

«After having carefully and maturely weighed 
and deliberated upon the matter, the court is of an 
opinion that the specification of the first charge is 
fully proved, and does adjudge the accused guilty 
of the first charge. 

“In deciding upon the first charge, and the specifi- 
cation under if, the court, however, feels itself called 
upon to ascribe the conduct of the accused, which 
is deemed censurable, to an anxious disposition on 
his part to maintain the honor and advance the in- 
terest of the nation and service. 

“ The court does, therefore, sentence and adjudge 
the said Captain David Porter, to be suspended for 
the term of six months, from the date hereof.” 

MrMBERS oF THE COURT,—James Barron, Presi- 
dent; Thomas Tingey, James Biddle, Charles G, 
Ridgely, Robt. Traill Spence, John Downes, J. D. 
Henley, J. D. Eliott, James Renshaw, Thos. Brown, 
Charles C. B. Thompson, Alexander S. Wadsworth, 
Geo. W. Rodgers; Richard 8. Coxe, Judge Advocate. 


COMMODORES PORTER AND ELLIOTT. 
PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 10, 1839. 

Sir: My attention has been drawn to a commu- 
nication addressed to the Editor of the Baltimore Sun, 
by Mr. Porter, late Charge de Affairs of the United 
States at Constantinople, by perceiving amongst the 
letters communicated, two addressed to yourself. 

It would not, perhaps, be worthy of me to take no- 
tice of the communication of that gentleman or his mo- 
tives in making them tv the Head of the Department, 
with which he has so long ceased to have any offi- 
cial standing, were it not that in the letter under date 
of January the 6th, he gratuitously offers his opinions 
in relation to me and my character, in form and man- 
ner of complaint. He says, that ‘i am indifferent to 
opinion, and reckless of my own character,” and he 
thinks me * an unfit example to the young officers of 
the navy.” I am exceedingly puzzled to discover 
wherein he finds ground for the assertion, reflecting 
as itdoes, so highly on the executive of this country. 

In my note in reply to his of the 22d of December 
where he begs of me “the favor to consider him a 
perfect stranger ;” this ‘* favor” was readily accord- 
ed him. 

It is true that I feel indifferent to the opinions and 
motives of one from whom they come with so bad 
a grace. I could not, however, but feel a regret on 
his account, that one who had been a distinguished 
officer in the navy, should have seta precedent in vi- 
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olating the common rule of justice, in not according 
innocence until guilt has been proven; the more espe- 
cially, when he knew that not one of the allegations 
presented to the Department, had been deemed worthy 
of notice, by its Executive. 

Were it permitted me to have another regret on 
this occasion, it would be that the honorable the Se- 
cretary of the Navy should thought proper to receive 
and entertain so extraordinary a communication, 
without even according to me a copy of its contents. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JESSE D. ELLIOTT. 
Hon. J. K. PautpineG, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





Commopores Porter AND Etiiorr.—The com- 
munication below will explain itself. We would ob- 
serve, in reference to the supposed influence exerted 
in our columns, in behalf of Com. Elliott, that we 
have never taken sides in this controversy. We are 
not ainong those who treat grave charges lightly, and 
what has been admitted has been done through a de- 
sire to render “ equal justice.” 

To the Editor of the Baltimore Sun, 
GeorGetown, Feb, 18th, 1839. 

Sin: I have been driven by publications in the 
Sun, which I supposed had their origin in Commo- 
dore Elliott, or his friends, to give publicity in your 


a 


— 


thougbt it an honor to belong, and if true, it would be 
proper that his sons should withdraw, while they can 
do so with unsullied reputation. 

It is hoped, sir, that these reports respecting the 
Mediterranean squadion, which have for some time 
agitated the public mind, may prove unfounded, and 
that the officer commanding it may be relieved from 
the imputations which have been cast upon him, 
which if incorrect, he can only do by submitting toa 
full inquiry to all the circumstances of his command; 
| thus showing a proper example to be followed, if ne- 
lcessary, by all othe: officers of the navy. 

In asking this inquiry, 1 wish it understood that I 
do no more than what every citizen bas a right to do, 
when he has a reason to believe that the interests 
of the republic have not been attended to; and no 
more than I, as a public officer, am willing to sub- 
mit to, as well to relieve myself, as the navy, from 
suspicions which would in the end prove destruct- 
ive to public confidence, and ruinous to one of the 
inost important means of protecting our national in- 
terest. 

I look to your consent to my request, in your at- 
tachment to the navy, the character of which you 
have so well defended with your pen, and the respect 
which is due to public opinion, which loudly calls for 
\a correction of the abuses said to exist in a corps 
| which it is no less your duty, than | am persuaded it 
|is your desire to keep free from reproach. 
| I have the honor to be, your ob’t serv’t, 
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paper to the correspondence respecting my meeting | 
that gentleman at the railroad depot in Baltimore, | DAVID PORTER. 


and the same reason forces me now to send you part | 





ARRIVAL OF A FRENCH STFAM FRIGATE.— 


of my correspondence with the Secretary of the Na- 
vy, which the Commodore has demanded from that 
functionary, in a letter which appeared, with his 
signature, in the Sur of the 15th inst., and in which 
he seemed exceedingly * puzzled” to discover the 
grounds for an expression of mine, which in his 


The French steam frigate Veloce, Capt. BECHAMEIL, 
commander, arrived here yesterday in seven days 
from Havana. The Veloce recently arrived at Ha- 
vanaina short run from Cherbourg, and is now on 
‘her return to France, having come to Baltimore for 
‘repairsand fuel. Capt. Bechaineil and his first offi- 
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opinion ic reflects so highly on the Executive of the | .er started yesterday afternoon for Washington. Her 
country.” The pablication of this much of the ¢or-| sa nearance in coming up the river yesterday was 
respondence, iney perhaps enlighten him some on the highly imposing 

subject. The Secretary’s letter to me, if published, | ‘The frigate is about 500 tons burthen, and is iron- 


may inform him what steps have been taken in the, rigged. She will be moored at the wharf at the Point 
case. 


: this morning, and after the necessary repairs are com- 
I shall merely observe, that Commodore Elliott and co, sh aed 
myself have never been on intimate, and searcely on’ pleted, Senic’s oat pratably veqaive ght ee eae 


: P gece she will sail for France direct. 
speaking terms, and never can be so long as J can | ftgThe rapid advances which both the French and 
recollect an event which took place at the time when | British Governments have made in the art of adapting 
Commodores Barron and Decatur were wounded | stearn power to their vessels of war, have given them 


near Bladensburg, and which I shall not, in mercy | the comeiand Of edventanee, th nt of which 
to him, (Commodore E.) make public, unless forced | ag oe bora, tats — 
to do so by him, or his friends acting for him, and in| our part, has thrown the United States far into the 


back ground. Our Governmentand people have been 

such a case, I shall make oath to the truth of what Tl jiteraily asleep in this matter, bat it 1s hoped that 
— a Elliott is well inted with th | the presence of a foreign steam-frigate in our waters 
eran acy , hi I se acquainted wiih 'ne | will cause a general waking up at Washington tothe 
rr ~m selina fully poe Se oan |importance of the subject.—-Baltimore American, 


DAVID Porter. | /* & 


oer ‘ | STEAM VESSELS OF war.—We yesterday noticed 
GeorceTown, September 2Ist, 1838. |the arrival of the French steam frisate Veloce, at 
Hon, J. K. Pautpina, Secretary of the Navy. ‘this port from Havana. This is the second go- 
Sir: As an American citizen, who feels a proper vernment vessel of this description belonging to 
interest in all that concerns the honor of his coun- | France that has visited our waters, and her arrival 
try, and asa father who has three sons in its naval | serves to remind us most forcibly of our own utter 
service, whom he wishes ta keep uncontaminated | destitution of armed ships propelled by steam. Not 
from all bad influence, I have to request that an in- | only has France these ships, but every naval power 
quiry may be instituted to ascertain whether the in Europe possesses them or is causing them to be 
squadron in the Mediterranean, under the command | built, whilst we have but a single apology for any 
of Captain Jesse 1). Elliott, was during his command | thing of the kind, We ask our representatives in 


employed in the best way to promote the benefit wi Congress and the people who sent them there—is 


the service, for which it was sent there; and wheth- 
er the frigate Constitution, on her passage to the 
United States, wasin a suitable condition, if attack- 
ed, to sustain the honor and dignity of the flag and 
country? 

This inquiry is asked in consequence of certain 
rumors which have been circulated, calculated to in- 
jure the reputation of the service, to which I once 


this as it should be? Our shores are visited by the 
steam frigates of a nation three thousand miles dis- 
tant, and we have not even the consolation of know- 
ing that had their advent been on a hostile instead of 
a peaceful errand, these shores would have been de- 
fended by similar armaments. It must not be sup- 

d that we are the advocates of lavish expenditure, 
merely for the purpose of being able to say that we 
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have as. fine ships of every class, as other natjons. | cog wheels and windlesses by which the rigging is 
It is to stern necessity that we look when we urge the | worked—meet the eye in every part of the bulwarks 
propriety of adopting steam as the propeiling power| which enclose her spacious deck, and show that the 
for our armed ships, St is the huiniliating conscious- system has been fully carried out in all its details. 
ness that, in the event of a collision with foreign pow-| One of the most striking features of this vessel is 
ers, our brave officers and seamen ones fall sacrifices | the arrangement by which her lofty masts are brought 
pest ap ie a agli age ae gi nalpr en anicand day i yA Dragos 
ate as age. cauing sleat eN-Oi- | so that when occasion requires i er steam power 
war we conceive that we are urging the adoption of a may be used to the best ote nly And so, oe the 
systein the greatest recommendations of which are its | other haad, ber steam machinery may be entirely 
effectiveness and {rue economy. What saving would | dispensed with, and she may be converted into a 
there be in having, for instance, the old Jronsides—the | sailing vessel, with a heavy spread of canvass at com- 
very name of which makes every American heart beat | mand, These latter arrange nts e ‘ 
high with pride—exposed tothe destructive fire of an are the results of the ineenuithe si fice & ban 
antagonist that couid take her position at pleasure and | commander, Captain BECHAMIEL. 
sweep her cecks or riddle ber hull with perfect impn-| Among the visiters who were on board yesterday, 
nity. Would there be economy in causing one of our: simultaneously with ourselves, we saw the Hon. Mr. 
stately seVenty-fours, which cost hundreds of thou-' Graves, of Kentucky, and the Hon. Jonn P. Ken- 
sands yi dollars, tahecotpathe A arape of an naratinah | NwDY¥, members of Congress, and Commodore CLax- 
not to be compared to her in point of size or weight|/ron, of the U. S. navy. The French Consul of 
of ardent bok Koning ntventege.o! he a winds, Ensen bite me sabato dy came On board at noon, 
and making her a target, until crushed by her own | and was honored by a salute, . 
weight, she would sink beneath the pare. posh We omitted yesterday to state that on Saturday, at 
economy as this we hold to be the worst kind of pro-/ 3 o’clock, P. M., the Veloce fired a salute of twenty- 
fusion, inasmuch as it pays a forfeit infinitely greater! one guns to the city ; which was duly responded to 
than. the cost of prevention. Let our Government) by an equal number of guns from the fort, and that 
ene this matter, and pay yi abtantion it mnasis the Tri-color and Stars and Stripes mutually exchang- 
andlet, the representatives of the people remember| ed civilities —Baltimore American, Feb. 12. 
that their first duty is to see that the republic shall 
sustain no detriment from foreign or domestic foes.| ImMPrporTANT AND ACCEPTABLE NEWS.—Com- 
We hope that the oilicers and men of the Veloce will} modore BecHAMEIL, of the French armed steamer 
receive at the hands of our citizens the courtesy and| Veloce, arrived in this city on Thursday evening 
attention demanded by present friendship and past na- | from Baltimore, accompanied by Captain Dr Cuat- 
tional ailiances.— Baltimore American, Leb. 9. LIE, his first officer. The Veloce arrived at Baltimore 
—: on Thursday morning in five days from Havana. 
itg-The French steamer, the Veloce, has arrived at |The Commodore, when he entered the Chesapeake, 
Baltimore, in five days from Havana, on her return | intended to proceed up the Potomac direct to Wash- 
to France. Her commander, Captain Bechameil, ia- ‘ington, buf, on ascending the river some thirty or 
tended originally to run her to this city, but he has} forty miles, found his progress arrested by the iee, 
been prevented by the ice. When he left Havana, when he put about and proceeded to Baltimore. But 
he was advised to take this fiveetion by ihe Prince | for this impediment we should have found a foreign 
e Joinville, who, not being able to pay at this time | steam-frigate anchored off our nav ard two hun- 
another visit to this es was Pi: that the | dred and fifty mites inland, before iy one was aware 
French. and American flags should exchange salutes that such a ship was on our coast. We state this fact, 
inthe capital of this nation, and at a moment wheu|in connection with the rapid passage of the Veloce 
its most-distinguished citizens are collected together. | from Havana, to mark the important revolution 
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The Veloce measures two hundred feet in ‘ength, | 
her-engine isof two hundred and twenty horse pow- 
er, and she is calculated to carry seven eighty-pound- 
ers, a la Paixhans. By anew process, due to Captain 
Bechamiel, she can dispense altogether with her, 
steam, and, with a fair wind, use her sails at the rate 
of eleven anda half knots an hour.— Globe. 

FRENCH STEAM FRIGATE VELOCE.—This. fine 
vessel, which lies at Waters’s wharf, has already at- 
tracted very many of our citizens on board of her. 
She is, in truth, a most inferesting object, and a 
visit to her will repay even those who come from the 
neighboring cities for the special purpose of seeing 
her... The is upwards of two hundred feet in length, 
and about +400 tous burthen She is propelled by 
two steam engines,of massive proportiuns and great 
power, the construction of which is masterly and 
the arrangement such as to bring the various work- 
ing parts under the eye and within the teach of the 
engineer. The machinery is entirely under deck, 
and the disposition of it struck us as being decidedly 
better than that of the Great Western. The engine 
room of the Veloce, however, does not appear to be 
so fully protected against accident by fire as the 
Western. The cabins and apartments of the officers 
are commodious, the state rooms quite spacious, and 
all-the details are provided which are necessary for 
the comfort of their gentlemanly occupants. 

We have already stated that the Veloce was iron- 
rigged. This peculiarity is carried out to an extent 
which is both novel and striking, and well merits the 





attention of the curious. The various fixtures—the 


which has been, suddenly as it were, created in na- 
val operations by the all-powerful agency of steam— 
a revolution which, by placing Europe and America, 
practically, within less than half the distance which 
formerly separated them from each other, more deep 
ly affects our own country and its position in regard 
to foreign states than any other. By obliterating so 
much of the vast distance which separated us from 
the eastern continent, it almost incorporates usin the 
family of European nations. It certainly imparts to 
us new relations, and imposes fresh duties; and it 
would argue more of madness than of thoughtless- 
ness to disregard the lesson which it teaches us. 

We are happy to learn from a gentleman who ac- 
companied the French officers from Baltimore, that 
hostilities had been terminated between France and 
Mexico. Through the intervention and mediation 
of Admiral DouGLas, commanding the British fleet 
on the Mexican coast, termsof accommodation have 
been agreed on by the belligerents, and hostilities had 
ceased. The particulars will doubtless reach us be- 
fore long.— National Intelligencer. 





Mr. JENKS’ PATENT FIRE ARMS.—We witness- 
ed on Wednesday evening atrial of this ingenious 
instrument. The specimen tried was a light sporting 
rifle carrying about 80 balls to the pound. It had been 
fired on various trials more than 1200 times,and showed 
not the slightest appearance of wear from use; it 
might indeed be taken for a perfectly new piece. It 
was fired on Wednesday about 35 times, and onl 
once slightly cleaned. The target was at fifty yards, 
and but one shot missed it, though there was at least 
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one of the party who might have been excused for 
missing a barn at that distance, for in truth this busi 

ness oft writing politics is apt to give one an awit 

squint. All the gentleinen present expressec. their 
delight with Mr. Jens’ rifle. The advantages of 
it, as they occur to us now, are these. It can be firec 
four times ina minute to thirty shots without the 
necessity of cleaning it. There is not the slightest 
perceptible recoil on explosion. There isno use of 
patches or wadding (which will save a raultitude 
of books from being wasted in killing birds, when 
they might be better employed in wrapping sugar or 
lighting cigars.) It can be charged with perfect 
ease and certainty while walking, even rmnning, 
or riding at a gallop on horse back ; a “running fire”’ 
with JenxKs’ rifle would therefore be neither a joke 
nor ametaphor. The manner in which the powder 


is pressed into the nipple, makes it more certain of 


oing off than the common percussion rifle, In form 
it has the slightest possible difference from the 
common rifle. We have said enough to attract curi- 
osity, we hope, to this very ingenious and valuable 
improvement. We do not attempt a mechanical 
description of it, because unillustrated, it would not 
be intelligible. Sportsmen should, one and all, ex- 
amine it—they cannot fail to appreciate on the in- 
stant.its important advantages overany other that has 
been offered to them. We leave it to military men to 
decide upon its adaptation to warfare ; but the sim. 
plicity of its stracture, its certainty of fire, the ease 
with which it may be loaded even in rapid motion, 
and its entire safety, would seein to point it out asa 
most effective instrument for their purposes also.— 
Charleston Mercury, Jan. 25. 


JENKS’ PATENT RIFLE.—On Wednesday after-, 


noon last, we were one of a party invited to see a 
practical use made of this weapon, and are free to 
say that it performed to admiration. The rifle is 
loaded at the breech, and the process of loading is 
performed with an expedition that would surprise one 
accustoined to the usal manner of charging an ordinary 
rifle. Its perfect safety will be apparent to the most 
unpractised eye. Itis most simple in its cunstruction 
and therefore not at all liable to get out of order. 
Several of the gentlemen present were good judges 
of fire arms, and they expressed themselves highly 
pleased with the trial, and were under the belief that | 
the adoption of this description of fire arms, in the 
service, would add greatly to the efficiency of our, 
body of troops. 
The experiment alluded to took place at the Ma-| 
azine, on Cooper river, Major Parker having | 
kindly tendered the use of the ground, and the tar- | 
gets for that purpose. It being the first time we had 
ever visited that place, we cannot forbear passing a | 
complimentary remark on the neatness and order in | 
which it is kept. Itis quite a romantic spot, and | 
when vegetation is at its height, it inust present a) 
most e~-" anting appearance.— Courier, Jan. 25. 


Disasters At SA tn 1838.—The subjoined we 
find in the Sailor’s Magazine, and it gives a record 
which has been carefully kept during the year 1538, | 
of marine disasters, which have been published in 
various newspapers in the country, of which publi- 
cation has beep made in the Sailor’s Magazine from 
month to month. Those only have been selected 
which resulted ina total loss of the vessel. The 
greater part of the vessels were American, and a 
large proportion of the disasters took place near the 


' 
| 
| 
| 
j 


American coast, The total number of vessels 
wrecked in the year, were 427. 
Ships and barks, - - 100 sloops, - 11 
Brigs, - - - - + 1217 Steamboats, 17 


169 Classes of vessels 
unknown 13 
Of these vessels, there were Jost towards the close 


Schooners, - - - - 





of the last year, but reported in this, 45. 
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January, - - - - 89 July, - - - 7 
Febuary, - - - - Si August, - - 4 
Match, - + - + 17 September, - 108 
April, oe = 6 OR eee. ss &3 
May, - + - = 34 November - 147 
June, - - += = 25 December, - 3 
Precise time unknown, - - - - = - 29 


In addition to these unknown losses, there bave 
been reported 27 vessels missing, concerning which, 
there is very little doubt but they are lost with all on 
board. In the above named vessels, there were re- 
ported the loss of 753 lives, This does not probably 
include all the lives lost by these disasters, but only 
these mentioned with certainty. Many of the wrecks 
were fallen in with at sea, and the fate of the crews 
were wholly unknown. ‘Undoubtedly the loss of 
life bas been great, and many a crew has been wholly 
swallowed up, and no one spared to tellthe melancholy 
tale. Surely «there is sorrow on the sea,” sorrow that 
/never will be fully disclosed, until the sea shall give 
up itsdead, and the myriads who repose in the caverns 
of the great deep shall rise to judgment. 





THe Britisn Navy.—A letter has been addres- 
Sed to the Duke of Wellington upon the state of the 
;navy, and privately circulated; and has also been 
taken asa brief for the arguments of the Times on the 
subject. The letter in question contains some truths 
}and many fallacies, and labors to prove that our navy 
‘has been gradually reduced, whilst the navies of 
| France, Russia and America, have been progressively 
|Increasing. Whether written by a flag officer, as it 
| purports to be or not, we cannot say; but the writer 
jhas evidently taken much of his data from’ the pre- 
posterous statements that have oceasonally appeared 
in party journals; and the Times, in commenting 
upon the letter, has the following passage: “It ap- 
pears that, in Europe, Russia and France have each 
of them navies better manned, better appointed, better 
constructed, more effectively armed, more numerous, 
and in all particulars more formidable than that ef 
England.’? We must satisfy ourselves, at present, 


.in submitting the following facts, as regards the 


French Navy, which we defy any one to gainsay, 
The French Navy consists of 328 vessels, of which 
51 are of the line, and 60 frigates; the remainder 
being small vessels and steamers. Of the above 51, 
eleven only are in commission, eleven in ordinary, 
and twenty-nine en construction, or building. Of the 
60 frigates, sixteen are only in commission, twenty 


in ordinary, and twenty-four en construction.—Con- 


trast this with the British Navy, as follows: * 
In commission, 21 ships of the line, 26 frigates, 
ra for commission, 13 ships of the line, 6 fri- 
gates, 
In good condition, 20 ships of the line, 17 frigates. 
In want of repair, 17 ships of the line, 16 frigates, 
Repairing, 3 ships of the line, 10 frigates. 
Building, 11 ships of the line, 9 frigates. 
Ordered to be built, 4 ships of the line, 5 frigates, 
Total. —80 ships of the line, 109 frigates, 
Of those building, some are ready for launching ; 
and the Royal Frederick (120,) Indus, (80,) Nile 
(92,) are ordered to be launched in April. 


DRUMMING ouT.—A novel, and happily, a very 
rare extibition took place in this town on Monday. 
A private of the 83d was formally drumméd out of 
that regiment for repeated bad conduct.. The regi- 
ment was formed in a bollow square at the barracks, 
and the culprit was brought from the Gnard House 
into the centre. Here a list of his crimes was read 
over, by which it appeared that he had been before 
four or five courts martial, been punished in several 
ways, and had been imprisoned by the civil power in 
the penitentiary, from which, after a year’s imprison- 
ment, he had been released at the intercession of hig 
Colonel, who still hoped, after his repeated transgres. 
sions, that he might be reclaimed. He turned out, 
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however, to be an incorrigible blackguard. After the 
list had been read, the tailor of the regiment proceed- 
ed tocut off all his buttons, to tear off the seams of 
his trowsers, and every piece of facing on his clothes 
which had once served as his honorable distinction. 
In this sorry plight, with the loose threads on his 
denuded garments, he was not inaptly compares to a 
her fowl, with the plumage torn off and nothing 
ut the pn feathers left. A rope vas thrown loosely 
abont his neck, the ends of which, (one before and 
another behind,) were taken by twodrummer boys. 
The regiment was then formed into two lines, ex- 
tended order, facing inward, and reaching from the | 
Barrack gate, along Front street, to the market 
square. Through the avenue thus made, the de- | 
graded outcast solilier was marched past his former | 
comrades with a bundle under his arm, the rope 
around his neck, and a large label on his breast, with 
the word ‘ Thief,” conspicuously printed. Behind 





Kattenine (the Ist)--had lately been superseded and 
ordered to St. Petersburg, charged with being chiets 
in a conspiracy existing amoung Several corps of the 
army. The Russian Government felt itself. there- 
fore, menaced with invasion from the Circassians, an 
insurrection of the inhabitants of the provinces ad- 
joining their country, and a revolt in the army. 





A trial was made on Sunday last, at Cher- 
bourg, of the General Shipwreck Society’s bombes- 
amarres, three feet in circumference—projectiles 
siunilar to Mauby’s shipwreck life-preservers. The 
experiment of sending a cable to the distance of 
1,500 feet from the shore completely succeeded, in 
presence of Marshal Grouchy, the Admiral Prefect de 

Martinecq, the civil authorities, and a committee of 
Superior officers, named by the prefect. In the ab- 
sence of M. Godde de laincourt, confined to his resi- 
dence by severe iilness, the experiment was directed 


him came the Band, to whose music he was march- | by the Count de Sarzana Brignole. 
ed for the last time, playing that inspiring air, “The 
Rogue’s March.” When he arrived opposite the! Murirary STRENGTH or RuNJEET SINGH.— 
market, he was “cast off,”’ as a sailor would say, and | Ten forts, with 108 guns; 58 pieces of horse artille- 
the poor wretch ran off amidst the jeers and hisses of ry; 135 pieces of foot artillery; 9 mortars; 314 
the multitude. He was last seen in cne of the streets | jomboorahs or swivel guns on camels; 43,300 irreg- 
in a distant part of the town, having been retused ad- | ular cavalry ; 5,220 regular cavalry ; 6 1egiments of 
mission into any of the houses of entertainment.— | infantry, amounting, regular and irregular, to 17,000 
Kingston U. C., Chronicle. men; and 1,500 Golundauze; making a total of 
= |73,000 men. The French legion of cavalry was 

ENGtisn anp AMERicAN So_tpirrs.—Were a' formed by Monsieur Allard, senior ; their uniform is 
war to break out in America to-morrow, the soldiers biue with red facings, they are armed with the Polish 
of England, the men trained and armed for war, | lances, swords, and pistols; their system is that of 
would take the fiel:t far inferior in the skilful use of | the French Lancers. The men of these corps are 
arms to the American militiamen, against whom they | much attached to General Allard, and these troops 
would be called upon to contend. And why should only require a few more European officers to be 
this be so, when, by a plain and simple course of, nearly on a par with our regular native cavalry. The 
instruction, it is perfectly easy to make every regular infantry, under General Ventura, are also 
well-armed man, of ordinary sight and nerve, a good ' disciplined in the French drill; the words of com- 
and efficient marksman? At present not one shotin mand are mostly French; they are armed with fire- 
a hundred ever tells; why not train and arm men so locks and bayonets; these troops are regularly paid 
as at least to make one shot ia ten or twenty tell ?— and clothed. Runjeet Singh’s own peisonal body- 
Colonel Mitchell. guard is a kind of legion of honor ; these men are all 
‘arrayed in gorgeous dresses and rich armor, and com- 

All the reports in reference to the augmentation of, pose the elite of the army. Their appearance in their 
the army which have appeared in contemporary prints’ red dresses with herons’ plumes, and their martial 
are, we are assured, premature. The only orders aspect and blunt demeanor is truly imposing ; these 
which have as yet been officially promulgated are for men are all tried shots, and at 80 yards can generally 
recruiting the regiments in Canada to their full com- ‘hit a small brass pot every time with a matchlock. 
plement. It is, however, confidently expected in the ; The ioreigners or Hindontanies of the Seikb army are 
recruiting department, that directions will forthwith men from the provinces of British India, and receive 
be issued for bringing all the regiments of the line to a stipulated monthiy pay; many of the Seikh sol- 
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their full strength.— United Service Gazette, Dec. 8. 





A sergeant of artillery at Leghorn has made an ad- | 
dition to the common carbine or musket, by means of | 


which twenty balls may be discharged from it with 
equal force, and in whatever direction it is wished, 
in eighty seconds. He has also applied his invention 
to pistols, from which seven balls may be discharged 


in the same interval of time ; and has constructed the | 
model of a howitzer, which will discharge 2,350 | 


musket balisin éighty seconds, in one direction, ov in 
several, if required. The experiments made with 
this invention are said to have fully established its 
merit, though it has this drawback, that the firing 
cannot be checked until every ball is discharged. 
The inventor, by name Luigi Pierantoni, says he can 
obviate this defect without any difficulty. 





The Paris Commerce publishes an extract of a 
letter, dated Odessa, the 18th of December, which 
states that the Circassians were making preparations 
to invade the Russian provinces adjoining their 
country ; that the spirit of insurrection was daily in- 
creasing in those provinces, and in the army quar- 
tered in them, and that ‘not only among the private 
soldiers and subalterns, but even among the superior 
officers.” Twoof the best officers of the Circassian 


diers receive rations of grain beside their pay. The 
avarice of Runjeet Singh has sometimes occasioned 
mutiny amongst the regular infantry ; in one instance 
the Ghoorka battalion,on being deprived of a portion 
of their pay, relused to receive the residue, and as no 
attention was paid to their complaint, open revolt en- 
sued. Runjeet Singh directed some cavalry to charge 
the mutineers ; the Ghoorka battalion formed square, 
and beat off the cavalry; the Maba Rajha then be- 
came alarmed and retired to the fort of Gobind Ghur, 
when the French officers interposed, and induced the 
Ghoorkas to retire to their lines. Monsieur Allard, 
the general of the regular cavalry, was a distinguish- 
ed officer in the Imperial army of France, and isa 
man of high character and conciliatory manners. 





Licgut House aT THE Basa Rocks, NEAR 
Vatparaiso.—The following has been received at 
Lloyd’s from their Agents at Valparaiso. 

‘**A light house, in the form of a quadrangular pyra- 
mid, constructed of wood and painted white, has been 
erected on a point of land at the distance of 315 
Spanish toises from the Baja, the town bearing S. 72 
W. and is situated in 3315. latitude; its height is 60 
Spanish feet from its base to the foot of the lantern; 
the lantern is 12 feet high, and 6 in diameter, of a 
cylindrical form and made of iron ; the light station 





army, Major General Wassilowsky and Colonel 


ary, and in fine weather it will be distinguished a 
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the distance of seven leagues. The Baja are rocks so’ sion of character, worthy of admiration, checked at 
named; they run N. and 8, about 60 varas, and E. | the outset any symptom of insubordination, and res- 
and W. about 39. Vessels which make the laud to; tored confidence to the terrified crew. He ordered 





the southward of 33 20 8. latitude, and run down to 
the coast, will not perceive the light if they are five 
or six leagues from the land, as Carmilla Point must 
bear N. E. 4 E. before the light can be distingnished., 

“ Vessels coming from the northward and making 
Quintara Point, which is distant l8miles N. W. 4 W. 
of the tower, must be careful during the night to 
avoid a bar distant four miles 8. S. E. from the Quin- 
tara Point3 

« Bearings and distances of various objects in the 
vicinity of the tower, which stands 335 Spanish feet 
above the level of the sea. 


Quintara Point, N. 3 30 E. 
Boncon Point, N. 22 30 E. 
Volcan, or Peak of Anconcagua, N. 57 30 E. 


Campana or Quillola or Bell Mountain, N.60 0 Lb. 
The signal post is distant from the light 
house island 1629 Spanish toises. 


The Baja always visible, distant. 515 


them sternly to attend to their respective duties, and 
added, ** Jf we musi die, let us meet death as brave 
men should.”” This exhortation operated like a ma- 
gical influence on the miuds of the men. They 
went coolly and systematically at work under the 
direction of their officers, and the fire was soon ex- 
tinguished.— Boston Journal. > 


| [The presence of mind and coolness of Lieutenant 
|Wyman were none the less exemplary, thongh the 
alarm of fire on board the Delaware was exaggerated, 
and did not prove dangerous.—Ed. A. & N. C.J 
Survey or Bravrorr HARBOR.—Weare gratified 
ito be able to state that the U.S. cutter Experiment, 
Lieut. Glynn. arrived at Beaufort last week, for the 
| parpose of making a survey of that harbor with re- 
| ference to its snitableness for a national navy yard. 
| The corps awaits but the arrival of a steamboat, now 
/on her passage from Norfolk, to commence opera- 


| 





. AT f+) r. tine mrs ; 
tolses, : Kling 2. se 0 E.' tions. Phe result, we think, cannot be otherwise 
Valparaiso custom house, distant 14 mile 8.12) 0 E.! than favorable to the claims of that noble harbor on 


The light house should have been lighted 
the 2d instant, but it is not quite completed. 
VaLpaARaiso, August 9, 1838. | 


up on! 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Feb. 4. 1839. } 

The following notice has been received at this 

Department from the U. States Consul at London. 
‘NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
NEEDLES LIGHT, ISLE OF WIGHT. 

Trinity House, London, 29th Nov. 1838. 

Notice is hereby given, with reference to the ad- | 
vertisement issued from this house, under date thie 
6th April last, that, in compliance with the request | 
of numerous persons interested in the navigation of | 
the Needles Passaze, the Lizht at the Needles will | 
continue to be exhibited in all directions within: 
which it is at present visible, alter the completion | 
of the light now in course of preparation at St. Ca- 
tharine’s point. 

It being necessary, in the fulfilment of this inten- 
tion, to adopt such measures as shail establish a! 
discriminative character in these two lights, mas-| 
ters of vessels and others are to observe, tliat, at and 
after the exhibition of the intended bright light at 
St. Catharine’s, the light atthe Needles will assuine 
a red color. f Wika 

Due notice will be given of the time at which 
these alterations will take effect. 

By oRDER: J. HERBERT, Secretary. 








GunpowpeER.—Captain Norton asserts that he al- 
ways found that the percussion-powder made of pot- 
assium is far more certain of firing gunpowder than 
that made of fulminating mercury. The former is 
certain of fire, even when the firelock becomes foul 
after much use, whereas the latter will often fail un- 
less the powder in the barrel is forced up to the sur- 
face of the nipple. 





A Navat Incipenr.—Lieutenant Patten’s Que, 
** Come, let us die like men,’’ reminds us of an inci- 
dent which occurred on board the United States ship 
of the line Delaware while stationed in the Mediter- 
ranean a few years since. The ship took fire near 
the magazine, and, of course, caused much alarm 
throughout the ship, as it was momentarily expected 
that the fire would communicate to the powder and 
blow the whole ships company sky high. At sucha 
time, when death was staring every man in the face, 
some unwonted confusion, and a disregard of the es- 
tablished rules of discipline, might naturally be ex- 
pected. But the first lieutenant, Thomas W. Wy- 
MAN, who now commands the corvette John Adams 
on the East India station, hy his coolness and deci- 





the national attention —Newbern Spectator. 
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THE SOLDIER’S DIRGE. 


Beat ye the muffied drum, breathe forth the funeral wail- 
Tread mournfully and slow to the dark and silent grave» 
And let your sorrowing be deep, 
We bear our leader to his sleep. 
Beat ye the muffled drum, breathe forth the funeral wail, 


fread slowly, for a glorious form amidst your ranks ye 
bear, 
Forever from our sight away, unto its-final home. 
The form we lov’d in life to see, 
That ever led to victory. 
Beat ye the muffled drum, breathe forth the funeral wail. 


Bear slowly on, ye never bore a nobler to his home, 
A gentler or a kinder friend, amore terrific foe. . 
In shock of battle firm and brave, 
Resiatless as the ocean wave. 
Beat ye the mufiied drum, breathe forth the funeral wail. 


Now in the city of the dead we’re bearing slowly on, 
‘iread lightly, comrades, for, perchance, ye press a he- 
ro’s tomb ; 
And sacred ever be the spot 
Where the brave soldier lies forgot. 
Beat ye the muified drum, breathe forth the funeral wail, 


| And here we stand— press, comrades, round, to give the 


last farewell, 
And water, with a soldier’s tears, the soldier’s narrow 
home. 
Then let the carth be lightly press’d, 
Lower your leader to his rest. 
Beat ye the muffled drum, breathe forth the funeral wail. 


’Tis done-——now must we give our all of wailing and of 
tears, {heard. 
And let, above this sacred turf, our farewell shots be 
They peal above his lowly hed, 
Alas! they may not wake the dead. 
Beat ye the muffled drum, breathe forth the funeral wail. 


Now bear we to thecamp again, perchance, my braves, 
to die, [mourn, 
But bear we proudly, gaily on, for we must cease to 
Brief are the soldier’s toilsome years, 
And brief must be his grief and tears, 
Beat the loud drum once more, cease ye the funeral 
strain. 


And wherefore weep? we only live a glorious death to 
die, [won, 
And if the hour of doom be near, we feel ’tis soonest 
Why mourn we for the true and brave, 
Their only rest is in the grave. 
Beat o loud drum once more, cease 
wail. 


Burra.o, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1839, 


e the funeral 
ERMIONE., 
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WASHINGTON CITY; 
THURSDAY....... FEBRUARY 21, 1839. 

Mitit1a Arrarrs.—We are indebted to the Hon. 
Levi Lincoun, of the House of Representatives, 
for a copy of the “ Report of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to revise the Militia Laws of the Common- 
wealth” of Massachusetts. The Commissioners 
were Levi Lincoln, Martin Brimmer, George Pea- 
body, Osmyn Baker, and Solomon Lincoln. Their 
Report occupies about twenty- one pages of the docu- 
ment before us, to which is added the ‘ Opinion of 
the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court on the 
power of the State Legislature to exempt from en- 
rolment in the militia all persons under 21, and over 
30 years ofage.” Then follows the form of ‘‘ anact 
concerning the militia,” which seenis to embrace 
every question that will probably arise in the organi- 
zation of a military body, from enrolment to dis- 
charge, from the rank and file to the commander-in- 
chief—their several duties, obligations, and require- 
ments, discipline, fines, courts martial, punishinents 
and compensation. 
of about 100 pages. 

The glaring defects of our militia system have 
elicited the witticisms and censure of the press, no 
less than the laudable efforts of its friends to propose 
and adopt some schemes for its improvement, Dis- 
trict and State conventions have been held, and have 
served to impress on the minds of all the importance 
of early and concerted action throughout the Union. 

If our militia is to be relied upon as our main bul- 
wark of defence at home, it must be placed in that 
condition that ‘will render it efficient, or we shall 
find it in the hour of trial but a broken staff. The 
parades periodically held by virtue of law are looked 
upon as so many unprofitable burdens on the mass, 
who are called out to afford an opportunity for the 
officers to display their holiday attire, made the more 
conspicuous by its contrast with the rags and tatters 
of the honorable privates. 

That some portions of our militia—such as volun- 
teer companies and regiments in the large cities— 
will bear a comparison with veteran regulars, we are 
willing to admit; but they form only a small portion 
ofthe whole. It is the main body of the people who 
need military instruction and discipline, and to 
make this attainable the system must be rendered 
popular. 

We should be gratified to see conventions held in 
every State, and an interchange of sentiments ef- 
fected, that will give an influence to any applica- 
tion that may be made to Congress for laws to im- 
prove the system. 

While speaking of this report we cannot omit to 
notice the superior style of its typographical execu- 
tion, as compared with documents printed by order 
of Congress. 

{rs We have received, since the foregoing was 
written, a copy of the proceedings of a Military Con- 
vention, held at Norwick, Vermont, but have not yet 
had time to read it. 





The whole forming a pamphlet 





ComMoporeE Portrer.—In December Jast, two 
short communications appeared in the Globe, hint- 
ing the desire to restore Commodore Porter to his 
former rank in the navy. We looked upon them 
at the time as put forth to feel the pulse of the navy 
on the subject, and intended to have copied them, 
but we could not conveniently lay our hands upon 
the papers. We did not fora moment suspect that 
Commodore P. was in any way concefned in their 
publication, but attributed them to some friend of 
his, who wished to see him once more among his 
old associates. 

Commodore PorTEr, under his own name, has 
denied all knowledge of these publications, prior to 
their appearance in the Globe, and has published a 
letter to the Secretary of the Navy, declining, for 
reasons therein set forth, a restoration to the navy. 


From the Globe, Dec. 11. 

There seems to be a great anxiety among many of 
our officers of the navy, to get Commodore Porter 
back into the service. Would it [not] be an act of 
national justice to make an Offer of reinstatement to 
the gallant veteran? It will require a captain of 
the navy to take charge of the Naval Asylum at 
Philadelphia. Could any thing be more appropriate 
than to offer this war-worn Commodore that appoint- 
ment? Perhaps he wight now consent to a resto- 
ration to the service. A FRIEND To THE Navy. 


From the Globe, Dee. 12. 


Mr. Eprror: Your correspondent, “A friend to 
the Navy,” observes, ** there seems to be great anx- 
iety among the officers of the navy io get Commo- 
dore Porter back into the service.”” 1 have good 
reason to believe the same disposition is felt by the 
Government, and that an application on the part of 
his brother officers would be promptly met and com- 
plied with, should there bé no opposition from those 
to whose grade he would be restored. The Commo- 
dore’s health is, however, such as to preclude him 
from actual [active ?] service in any department of 
the pavy. His claim rests entirely on past services, 
and of these no man in the country is ignorant. 

ANOTHER FRIEND OF THE Navy. 


To the Editor of the Globe. 

Sir: Two articles have appeared in your paper, 
each from friends to the navy, on the subject of my 
return to that service, and which appear.to have been 
dictated by the kindest feelings toward me; but as 
they have led some to believe that they were pub- 
lished with iny consent, I now declare most posi- 
tively that I had nothing to do with the articles, and 
was ignorant of them, until I saw them in print; 
nor had 1 an idea of the autbor until informed this 
inorning, that one was the production of a highly 
esteemed friend. Of the authorship of the other [ 
am still ignorant. 

To prevent any erroneous conjectures and sur- 
mises on the subject, [ now declare that I never had 
any wish to be restored to my former rank in the 
navy, and that J have invariabiy rejected all over- 
tures made to me with that object; and shall, it is 
most probable, for reasons well known to the Go- 
vernment, which it is unnecessary to repeat, always 
reject, should they be renewed. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t. servt. 
‘* DAVID PORTER. 

GEoRGETOWN, Jan. 11. 1839. 





FOR RENT.—The office at present occupied by the 
subscriber, on 17th street, adjoining the Pension office. 
Possession given immediately, 








Feb, 7—tf B. HOMANS. 
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Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
Fesrvuary 11, 1839. 
Str: Herewith you will receive a copy of a com- 


| who was stationed at your place with his command, for 


| 
hire for unlawful purposes. 


munication from Col. D. B. McNtet, U. 8. Collect | 


the express purpose of dispersing and putting down or- 
ganized corps, who assemble on our side of the dividing 
Captain Montgomery, 
had he done less than he did, after what Spencer com- 
municated to him, ought to have been dismissed from 


or, to one of his subordinates in the revenue depart- the army. It was his special duty to be on the look-out, 


ment. 

The sentiments it expresses are so honorable, and 
worthy of all commendation to the writer, and so ful- 
ly exhibit the high-minded, trusty, and efficient pub- 
lic officer, and at the same time convey so severe 
and stern a rebuke to his inferior, that I am induced 
to transmit it to you for publication in the Army and 
Navy Chronicle. 

It is not surprising that the Colonel was *‘ at a loss 
to reconcile” his adjunct’s singularly conflicting 
statements, which, in connexion with the honorable 
testimony of Lieut. Capron, sufficiently illustrates, 
I imagine, with what propriety the said adjunct as- 
sumed to himself the credit of defeating a scheme, the 
existence of which ne first denies and then admits; 
and the interference with which by the Hon. Judge 
Spencer, and the U.S. military, seems to have given 
him such iortal offence. 

The version of the drunken soldier, Irishman, maid, 
wife, &c., is in keeping with his other statements, 
entirely a bantling of his own imagination, and doubt- 
less will obtain with the clique to which he belongs, 
for a ‘jeu d’ esprit.’ 

The political course of this said clique is opposed 
to and greatly thwarts that, so honorable to the coun- 
try, adopted by the American Executive with respect 
to the Canadian rebellion. 

A professed deist in religion, and an acknowledged 
nullifier in politics, what has he not a right to be in 


Jaw and morals ? 

AB UNO DISCE OMNES. 

PLatrssurGu, Dec. 9, 18338. 
Stra: I received yuurs of the 7th inst., by the last mail, 
together with a Canada paper containing an article in re- 
lation to a meditated attack upon Dundee, L.C. The 
article in question had escaped my notice, and it is not 
singular that it should, inasmuch as I do not look ata 
Canada paper once a month. There are some few mo- 
dern pairiots in our village who take Canada papers, but 
Ido not think I have looked into haif a dozen for a 
year past. But it appears very evident from your state- 


|and in moving his forces to the line, he did what a faith- 


ful and vigilant officer should do. It turns out that the 
information the captain got from Spencer was substan- 
tially true, and that an attack upon Dundee was in truth 
and in fact contemplated. The report was founded in 
|trath, and proves to have been something more than an 
old lady story. Capt. Montgomery and Judge Spencer 
‘could not have known that the unlawful enterprise was 
|abandoned two days previous to the I1@th of Nov., unless 
| you told them so yourself. ; 

I repeat that the conduct of Judge Spencer and Capt. 
| Montgomery, in this matter, was praiseworthy and 
highly creditable to them. I am very much gratified 
that you put a stop to your neighbors invading the colony 
of a Government that we are at peace with; if they-had 
| gone over to Dundee and played the part of incendiaries 
|there, it might, and probably would, have resulted in 
| consequences disastrous to the property, peace, and quiet 
of our good citizens upon the Canada frontiers. Despe- 
rate, wicked, and high-handed measures of the charac- 
ter spoken of, might result in a war with Great Britain, 
an event that all in this country, except refugees and 
madmen, would deeply deplore, as a national calamity. 
It is time enough for us to go to war with a foreign 
power when our rights are so far encroached upon as to 
| render a resort to arms necessary for the vindication of 
our national honor. When such an event happens, and 
|aredress of grievances is sought for in vain, depend up- 
on it our Government will not be found wanting; they 
will enforce their rights, as they have done in days past, 
at the point of the bayonet. It is due to you, however, 
to say, that you are entitled to great credit for putting a 
stop to an enterprise, wicked and diabolical in itself, and 
fraught with so many evil consequences. You did your 
duty, both as an officer and a citizen, for which service 
|you are entitled to the thanks of your country and of 
/your Canadian neighbors. From all the facts in this 
| Case the compliment paid to Captain Montgomery and 
; Lieut. Capron, in the Canada paper you sent me, is just 

and merited; they richly deserve it. These officers 
acted in good faith, and upon information derived from.a 
member of Cougress, and it is no disparagement to them 
| if a Canadian editor (whether he be whig or tory) spoke 

well of their conduct and gallant bearing on the occasion 
alluded to. You say, in a note at the bottom of your let- 
ter of the 7th inst., that you was pleased that I bad de- 
clared myself a patriot. I wish to be understood on this 
subject, and I now meanto be. I hold that the first du- 
| ty of a citizen is, to discharge the obligation he is un- 
| der to his Government, and if he chauces to be a public 
| officer, (asl am,) to bear in mind the oath he took to 
| support the constitation and laws of the United States. 
| He who does this and fights the battles of his country, as 
I have had occasion to do, I consider a patriot, I mean 
_an old fashioned patriot. Bat if by a patriot you mean 
|a man who countenances American citizens in violating 
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ment that an attack, from Fort Covington, was medita- | the Jaws of our country and of nations, by meddling with 
ted on Dundee; for you say in your letter cf the 7th inst., | affairs that do not concern them, then I am not a Cana- 
that “this organization and attack on Dundee from dian patriot. I am willing, asI said upon a former ocea- 
this place (to prevent which Capt, Montgomery march- | sion, that the Canadians should achicve their own inde- 
ed his troops to the line on the 10th of Nov.,) had been | pendence, but as far as Iam concerned, I have no dispo- 
prevented by you two days before.’? Here there is a| sition to interfere with their affairs, and if J had, I should 
distinct admission that*aa attack had been meditated | be afraid that they would leave me in the hour of trouble, 
on Dundee, and that yon caused it to be abandoned. I! to perish, as they did the brave (but infatuated) little 
am at a loss how to reconcile this with the statement in| band of Americans who recently made a descent in their 
your letter of the 30th of Nov. In that letter you state | behalf upon Prescott. 

(in speaking of the rumored attack on Dundee) that} 10th.—The above I wrote last evening ; this morning 
there was not the least foundation for the report. | I called upon Lieut, Capron, for the first time, and asked 
Again, you say that the report was traced back from | him what he knew in relation to the Dundee affair. 
Spencer, through his wife, maid, and an Irishman, to a) He stated that Capt. Montgomery acted in that matter 
drunken soldier, and that it was altogether an old lady | upon information derived from Judge Spencer, and that 
affair. But it is rendered certain by your admission,|he heard you say, if Capt. Montgomery went to the 
that the soldier in question, drunk or sober, stated what | lines again on a similar occasion he might never return, 
was substantially true. It is by no means material to| and that Capt. M. could not have done Sir John Col- 
the issue that the soldier should have been correct a3 to| borne a greater piece of service if he had joined him 
the precise time fixed on for the attack on Dundee. Itis| with his two companies. Jn addition to this, he said, 
sufficient that an attack was meditated. This fact be-| you appeared to be very indignant at the course ta- 
ing established, Judge Spencer would have been very re- | ken by Captain Mentgomery to prevent an attack on 
miss in his duty, had he omitted tocommunicate the in- | Dundee. The above is a correct report, (as far as it 
formation he was possessed of to Capt. Montgomery, ! goes) of what Lieut. Capron communicated to me. I 
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this be so, I cannot sce how you can reconcile your con- 
duct with the duty (as an officer) you owe to the Go- 
vernment It is a violaion of the instructions you have 
from time to time received from me, it is at variance 
with the policy of the Government, and calculated in ita 
effects to stimulate and urge ou to their own rain the 
misguided and infatuated beings who are disposed to 
embark in fruitless and unlawful enterprises. 1 enjoin 
it upon you to abstain from expressions of like import 
to those above attributed to you. It shows a spirit and 
feeling unworthy of youn; it shows clearly that you at 
times suffer your passions to take the place of your bet- 
ter judgment. With your private Opinions I have no- 
thing to do; with your public acts, as an officer, I have, 
because I am responsible for them. There must be no 
dodging in our department, come what may, we must 
do our duty, the law must be enforced, and we must 
obey our instructions to the letter. Lieut. Capron ap- 
pears to be a candid man; he may have put a wrong con- 
struction upon your language. 
Yours respectfully, 


D. B. MeNEIL. 
Major S, H, Payne. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
WasutineTon, Feb. 15, 1839. 
Armyv—Captain BL Beall6, Captain GS Drane, Dr. 
MC Leavenworth, Lt MS Miller, Major 42 Mackay, 
Major General Scott. 
avy—G R Barry, Mr Barry, E N Cox, T A M Cra- 
ven, W M Caldwell, Comm’r B Dulany, Commo Jesse 
D Elliott, Lieut W H Gardner 4, Mr Mereer, Lieut W 
D Porter, Captain MC Perry, L M Powell 2, B F Sands, 
D MF Thornton, Captain Danie] Turner, Nath’! Wilson, 
Dudley Walker 2. 





Marine Coxps—Captain J Edeien, Lieut L F Whit- | 


ney. 
. PHItapecpeata, Feb 15, 1839. 
Navy—tieut J E Bispham, Licut J T Gerry, Lieut L 
B Newell, Wm. Ronckendorff, Prof. M Roche. 
Martine Coaps—Licut Wm. L Young. 
Unpaip terrer rervsev—New York, February 16. 





PASSENGERS. 

Savawwnan, Feb. 10, per steamboat Florida, from St. 
Augustine, Captain J. Bradley, of the army. 

Cuarceston, Feb. 14, per steam packet C. Vander- 
bilt, from Wilmington, Captain J. G. Barnard, of the 
army, on his way to Mobile. Feb. 15, per steam packet 
Governor Dudley, from Wilmingion, Captain D. 8. 
Miles, A. Q. M., under orders to Florida, aad Lieut. C. 
Fremont, of the army. 

New Orteans, Feb. 7, persteamer Velocipede, from 
Natchitoches, Captain B. Walker, Lieuts. N. C. Mac- 
rae and J.B Peyton, 3d Infantry, U.S. A. 











COMMUNICATIONS. 


CITIZEN APPOINTMENTS TO THE ARMY. 


The appointment ot meritorious citizens of the 
United States to the rank of lieutenant in the army, 
seems to be necessary, and there is very little doubt 
it would be a good thing, if done upon some settled 
principle of justice, or of general utility, as a re- 
ward of high personal character, prowess and bra- 
very, a tribute to a i, uae fainily service, and 
acknowledged individual me:it, or upon some uni- 
form test of physical fitness, with evidence of capa- 
city and qualifications equal to the station of an offi- 
cer in the line of the army. 

It has long been admitted that some means should 
be adopted to bring into the army better material for 
its rank and file. F am sure nothing in the way of 
pay will doit. No pay that the Government will 
give its soldiery, will induce good American citi- 
zens, of proper physique and morale, to join the ar- 
my in time of peace. A number of officers, and 
some of high rank, are of the opinion that the good 
of our army Would be vastly promoted if the well 
learned and meritorious soldier should bave guaran- 
teed to him the chance of arriving to the distinction 
of a commission. That veteran and highly distin- 
guished officer, General Garnes, has advanced some 
good opinions in this matter, perhaps carried the 
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subject rather too far. But much, very much, might 
be gathered from this, and other old and valued ofti- 
cers of the service on this interesting subject. Itisa 
good idea, the justice and great utility of which, over 
the present method of making selections for a coim- 
inission, cannot be doubted by any conversant with 
the army. I arm at a loss, ‘as well as hundreds of 
others, to know upon what principle or rule these 
selections have recently been made: whether for 
the great good of the service, the gratification of 
|some personal ambition, or the dawning of some la- 
tent genius discovered by the extraordinary acumen 
and great labor of the exatuining Board at Washing- 
ton. I think it will be found that these appoint- 
ments, as a whole, will not be likely to improve the 
‘military, or elevate the character of the service very 
immediately. 

| I would not wish to be understood as meaning any 
disrespect to these young gentlemen, or casting any 
imputation upon the prospective value of some of 
them to the army. Bnt surely enough has been 
seen to condemn the present humbug mode of mak- 
ing second lieutenants. One would suppose, from 
(hearing so much about the Board at Washington for 
| the examination of applicants for appointment in the 
jarmy, that it really meant something, that it had 
(some common sense application, {ft is universally 
admitted, | believe, out of Washington city, that the 
Board, or Boards, to whom the examination of ap- 
_plicants has beeo committed, have been very incom- 
_petent, I will not say to their duties, for no one 
| knows what they are, but to make, even, middling 
selections for this rather peculiar station, or have 
| been operating under some extraneous influence. 
| True it is, and gratifying indeed, that some fine 
|Jooking young men have joined the army from this 
| board, of apparently good mental capacity and fair 
‘acquirements. And some of the age of manhood; 
‘some, whose heads are slightly grizzled with age; 
|some, mere boys of seventeen, and others, more boy- 
lish. All this, with the promulgated edict of the 


| 


|head of the War Department in his citation, that 
| 6 


| ‘* provided you (the candidate) are 21 years of age, 
and not more than 25, and are not a married man.” 
/One of these got a leave of absence before he had 
served a half year with his regiment, to leave the 
jarmny in the tield, and go home to settle his domestic 
‘concerns consequent upon the death of his wile. 








This latter is very well, particularly as it opens a. 


| brighter prospect to the old officers of the army, bids 
them hope to obtain, occasionally, some of the com- 
|mon considerations of humanity. Again, the great 
_ Value of this Board is acknowledged in another point 
|of view; when we hear some ol these acquisitions, 
on joining the army, declare the severity of the lite- 
| rary and scientific part of the exainination, who, on 
entering upon their duties spell the word sugar with 
an A, and musket with ét. 


AN OBSERVER. 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY. 


In our last communication, after expressing our 
warm approbation of the principles on which the 
Military Academy is based, we (for, in order to pre- 
serve our consistency, we must still use the editorial 
and magisterial “‘we”’) ventured, with all due 1es- 
pect for the opinions of more experienced persons, to 
suggest some alterations in the mode ot military in- 
struction pursued in that institution. We sincerely 
trust that this course will pot be considered as a pert 
or a presumptuous one. If this production, or its 
predecessor, have that appearance, they certainly are 
not correct transcripts of our feelings. Our ideas on 
this subject have not been hastily conceived, nor 
have they been expressed for any vein or frivolous 
purposes. They are the results of years of attentive 
consideration, and of a fervent desire to render this 
valuable institution still more valuable to the coun- 
try. 
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If the few remarks which we have made, pertain- 
ing to the West Point Academy, should call the at- 
tention of its enlighted friends to the subject, and 
should induce them to discuss, in their own minds, 
and among each other, the propriety of adopting our 
suggestions, we will have accomplished all we had 
hoped for. We write neither for those who think 
the Academy so good as to be incapable of improve- 
ment; nor again for those who, in svciety, affect 
indiflerence towards it for fear of being c»nsidered 
as helonging to the list of * this year’s graduates,” a 
conclusion which they are weak enough to deprecate, 
as holding them forth to the army and to the world 
as fresh and “ piping hot” from “‘ West Point,” like 
boys just let loose from college, and which they, 
therefore, regard as striking at the foundation of 
their dignity. We write for those graduates of the 
Military Academy who are not so prejudiced in its 
favor as to consider it the ‘ greatest place in the 
world,” and who still, when reference is made to) 
the subject, always feel a manly, nay, an enthusiastic | 
pride in being graduates of that institution ; whoal- | 
ways look upon it as the “grand national military | 
school ” of the country, as one in which al! sections, 
of that wide-spread country are represented, and in | 
which these representatives receive an education: 
that enables them to serve with efficiency and ho- 
nor in the army of their country. Besides, our re- | 
marks are intended to elicit the notice of those of 
its distinguished civil friends, whose weight of cha- 
racter will enable them to take measures for its im-. 
provement, 

It will be borne in mind that we have objected to) 
the entire sacrifice of practical strategie instruction | 
to tactical drill. Indeed, we take this occasion to 
express our decided opinion that, in the whole of the 
academic course at West Point, too much attention 
is given to theory, far too little to practice. In the 





‘article of surveying, for example, the cadet is sur- 


feited with the theory of it; but an hour or two of. 
two or three days in the second year, (in the field, ) 
is the most that he spends in acquiring a practical 
knowledge of this useful branch of science. We) 
think that every cadet of the third class should, in 
his proper turn, be required to take the necessary in-' 
struments into the field, and unaided, in the pre-' 
sence of the Professor, apply repeatedly all the prin- 
ciples of surveying; and then every cadet would 
leave the Academy a good practical surveyor, who 
could at any time, and without consultation with any 
one else, and without reference to his books, readily | 
and accurately determine the number of acres in! 
any given piece of land. 

And with regard to all the mathematical branches, | 
the instruction should be of a more practical charac- | 
ter. The plan of ‘giving out” extras should be, 
more resorted to, for the purpose of ascertaining that | 
the cadet thoroughly understands, and can apply 
what he recites. If less were gone over, and there 
were more application of principles, we think it 
would be infinitely better for the cadet. 

Concerning natural philosophy and chemistry, we 
have precisely the same remarks to make. The ve- 
ry zealous and intelligent gentlemen at the head of 
these departments certainly make the best of the pre- 
sent mode of instruction. But we think the use of 
instruments and crucibles should be more practised 
by the cadets. 

We would also require cadets to compose origi- 
nally in the French language. In this way, and by 
conversing with each other, and with the teacher, in 
the French language, they would be far superior 
French scholars to those who graduate under the pre- 
sent system. 

Again, with regard to civil engineering, we would 
have very much of the instruction of a practical na- 
ture. We would have the cadets to recite upon the 
works on this branch which they now use, and in 
the same way as they now recite upon them. But 








so soon as they finish a recitation, the Professor 
should take thei out and cause them to apply the 
principles upon which they had just recited. We 
would, for example, have. small samples, or models, 
of rail roads, canals, bridges, &c., of all kinds, aud in 
every variety of ground, constructed by workmen 
under the superintendence of the Professor, and in 
presence of the cadets. With respect to all other 
constructions in civil engineering, the cadets should 
see therm made—should see the wood, iron, and stone 
put together, and they will, they cannot help, un- 
derstanding them, and they will remember them in- 
finitely longer. 

But this is a sort ofan episode from our subject. We 
had assigned to ourselves a discussion of the purely 
professional instruction given at West Point. Some 
unreflecting persons may think there is no use in teach- 
ing cadets the duties of sirategists, which are general- 
ly performed by major generals and other high officers, 
which those who enter the army as second lieuten- 
ants can hardly hope ever to become. They say 
the graduates will never be higher in military rank 
than the lowest field officer, under the most favora- 
ble circumstances of promotion. Then why teach 
them the profound and complicated principles of 
strategy? They will act nearly all their lives in 
a subordinate capacity. Then it is only necessary 
for them to know a little tactics. Such views are 
almost too absurd to be noticed; but fearing lest 
their apparent and external plausibility may impose 
on even some sensible men, we will briefly answer 
them. — 

We would simply ask if it is important to know 
only a little tactics, if the graduates are to serve 
nearly all their lives as subalferns, why do they 
study that long and abstruse course of study at all? 
If the views of the little tactics-men are correct, why 
not merely buy Scott’s Tactics, study it two or three 
months, and then go to commanding men? Yet all 
will grant the perfect absurdity of such a course as 
this. Who would be so illiberal, so owl-eyed, as to 
restrict the education of cadets to such contemptible 
limits, under the supposition that they will never be 
high officers. Allowing, for argutment’s sake, that 
they will never be higher than captains, still no 
men of sense will deny the necessily of some practi- 
cal strategic instruction. Why, in our service, we 
see even second lieutenants entrusted with responsi- 
ble commands, and required to plan attacks on the 
enemy. 

But it is utterly unphilosophical, nay, absurd, to 
proceed upon the supposition that the graduate of 
the Military Academy will not fill any particular 
office, on account of its elevation. We know the 
accidents of service, and we know that, in a war 
with a civilized foe, the officer who is captain to-day 
may be general to-morrow. Therefore, in carrying 
On an institution for the education of officers, wise 
men will assume and will go upon the principle that 
the humblest person in the Academy may, one day 
or other, be commander-in-chief. But the most im- 
portant and beneficial result that can accrue from 
the drilling of the cadets in strategy, will be the en- 
larging and liberalizing the mind. They will learn 
to think for themselves. Their intellects will not 
then operate in a certain beaten channel, with re- 
gard to military matters, but will be able to diverge 
from it, according to their own volition. The work- 
ings and combinations of their minds will then vary 
with circumstances. There will be no liability of 
their then having a certain set of rules, which they 
will apply to all cases. They will then be good 
planners, as well as executors of plans. Certain 
plans and systems of attack and defence, and of the 
disposition-of troops, by the cadets acting as officers, 
will be warmly discussed in the corps, and will be 
combatted or defended by the different cadets, ac- 
cording to their various opinions. And instead of 





the dead calm which is too apt to pervade the corps, 
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with reference to military matters, all would be in- 
terest and intellectual excitement. Thus thé gene- 
ral as well as the military mind (so to speak) would 
be improved and invigorated. There would then be 
a much higher degree of intellectual cultivation in 
the corps than there is at present. 

As we said before, we would have the principles 
of permanent and field fortification taught in the 
field. It would add very little to the expense, and 
infinitely to the professional knowledge aud skill of 
the cadets. 

There is one hint which we must not forget to of- 
fer, which is, that every commander-in -chief should 
hand to the Professor of Engineering akind of report 
or journal of his battles, campaign, or march, (as the 
case might be,) embodying with his own individual 
report those of his inferiors. If convenient, let the 
members of the first class discuss this plan in the sec- 
tion-room, and let the Professor point out the er- 
rors and advantages of it, so that in future, the one 
might be avoided and the other remembered. Mere- 
over, cadets, in this way, would acquire a readiness 
in composition, especially in making military re- 
ports, a faculty of vast utility to the officer. By the 
way, we are glad to learn that the present distin- 
guished and able head of the mora! philosophy and 
rhetorical department has introduced the practice of 
requiring the cadets to compose. The advantage and 
necessity of this course are too self-evident to re- 
quire argument to show them. 

While on this subject, we would observe, that if a 
literary society could be engrafted on the Academy, 
and the performance of its duties could be made a 
part of the exercises of the institution, we think it 
would be productive of the most beneficial results. 

We would also have the cadets taught the practice 
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dians, at least no fighting ones, on the Ocklawaha, 
while Col. Davenport, with innumerable marchings 
and countermarchings between ‘the swamps and the 
Wacassa, vear the mouth of the Withlacoochee and 
Panasofka, and Wahoo, east of Fort Cross, has not 
been able to detect even so miuch as one hostile 
mockasin track. The fact is, the Indians north of 
the line drawn from this place to Fort Mellon seem 
to be, * like angel visits, few and far between.” 
Major Wilcox, with a battalion of the 3d artille- 
ry, and one company of the 2d infantry, has already 
opened a road, almost to the western border of Lake 
Tohopkeliga, a distance of fifty miles, and established 
two new forts, without capturing apy thing nearer 
an Indian, than a mis-rable little poney, which some 
Indian had rode to death, and left in the swamps of 
Hichipucksassa, because it could not carry him as fast 
as his own legs. To be sure, we heard they had 
seen mockasin tracks; but then I am told that some 
of the officers wear mockasins; perhaps they saw 
their own tracks. At all events, mockasin tracks or 
not, the Indians seem to have gone south, and what 
will Gen. Taylor do? Perhaps he will follow. Col. 
Davenport, Col. Green, and Col. Cummings, have 
;each of them parts of regiments, ready to follow 
\him, if he says the word, to the evergiades, Cape 
| Sable, or any where. But why should he pursue the 
| Indians? If he should come upon thein, in the 
lswamps, they would scatter likea flock of partridges, 
each one seeking his own safety in the everglades. 
One thing is certain; the line of forts from Tam- 
pa to Fort Mellon will be completed in four or five 
weeks, The forts will not be more that twenty-five 
miles apart. Fifty men each, with half a dozen 
horsemen, wil! be able to give immediate notice of 
any movement of the Indians frotn the south across 











this line, if they could not impede their course. Let 


and the grace of riding, besides the cavalry tactics, 
when horses are brought to West Point. It would) this chain of forts be built and kept up next summer, 
be a handsome and an agreeable exercise, and one ‘if possible. The indians will then be kept south, and 
which would conduce alike to the health and the | next year we can drive them info the Guif,and colonize 
cheerfulness of cadets. om ithem on Key West. I have written to a friend who 
We ardently trust that the hints which we have | will have some opportunities of seeing the region 
given on these subjects, especially those of strategy | between this place and Fort Mellon, and I shall be 
and tactics, will call forth a discussion of the expedi- | able to let you know what kind of a base of opera- 
ency of some alteration in the course of military | tions this line of posts will make, if our gallant old 
instruction at West Point, and that the amendments General should be obliged to hunt for Sam Jones an- 
we have pointed out may be made, is our sincere | other winter. 
prayer as a friend of the Military Academy. I see but little prospect of our capturing and kill- 
SaM JONES. [ing many Indians this campaign. More than half 
the troops in Florida are engaged in building forts 
or cutting roads; and the other half are unable to 
Tamea Bay, E. F., Jan. 24, 1839. _ | find the Indians in force any where. When all our 
The fight expected by Colonel Fanning, when [| roads are cut, and forts built, and three-fourths of 
last wrote to you, seems to have turned out to be | our troops placed in them as garrisons, We will per- 
nothing but the fabrification of an old squaw, who haps find out where the Indiaus are. Summer will 
was captured on the Ocklawaha, and who, like | be at hand, and it will require all the healthy soldiers 
most old women, was fond of heariug herself taik.|to attend to the sick, and to bury the dead. And 
Sam Jones, instead of being on the St. Johns, turns | this is wartare! glorious, noble, chivalrous warfare ! 
out to be south of the Tol o-chap-ko river, or the} So let it be! we’ll serve Uncle Sam, if we die for 
Synabal, and rather disposed to keep out of our way |it. Nothing is impossible. Floyd has penetrated 
than to make battle, notwithstanding the story of the ‘the impenetrable Okefenokee. 
two Indians who came into this place four or five 
days ago. Those two rascals, with half a dozen) om 
others, it seems, came to this place to steal Uncle 
Sam’s horses; but finding Captain Dusenbery too 
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much on the alert for them, they came in, and told 
us a story of Sam Jones being in the Swamps near 
the everglades, ready to fight us ass oon as We chose. 
What effect this story will have at head quarters has 
not transpired, but doubtless something will be done. 
Captain Abercrombie has just returned from the re- 
gion in which Sam Jones is said to be, and reports 
that there are Indians there, but that they are in the 
swamps, and on the alert. Perhaps there will be an- 
other march to the everglades this winter. 

Gen. Taylor is here, huving explored the swamps 
and hammocks along the Suwanee, without finding 
the enemy in force there. 

Major Churchill and Col. Fanning find no In- 





FLORIDA WAR. 

From an officer: who arrived tast evening, from 
the seat of war, we learn that the Indians are scat- 
tered through middle Florida, in very small parties, 
and that there is no prospect of bringing the wartoa 
close for some time. Cattle in great abundance are 
found in all the hammocks, to which they resort for 
food, and the few Indians: who have been killed‘or 
taken, Were plentifally supplied with ammunition of 
the best quality. Gen. Taylor had gone to Tampa 
Bay, having learned that a uumber of the Seminoles 
and Micasukies intended to surrender themselves at 
that place. 

It was reported that the express rider from Fort 
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Harlee to. Micanopy had been killed, near the lat- 
ter place. Very little confidence was placed in the 
rumor of a surrender at Tampa Bay. Gen. Taylor 
has established a cordon of posts from Tallahassee to 
Suwannee river, between which and the Gulf, most 
of the Indians are supposed to be. Twenty-five men 
of each company are mounted, which renders a 
speedy concentration of a considerable force practi- 
cable upon an emergency. And by gradually draw- 
ing the posts towards the Gulf, thus narrowing the 
field of operations, the General expects to force the 
Indians to a speedy surrender. 

Major Noel, with the greater part of the sixth regi- 
ment, left Deadman’s bay on the morning of the 27th 
Jan., for the mouth of the Suwannee, where, it was 
understood, a considerable party of the Seminoles 
were concentrated. 

jen. Taylor has been very active and zealous in 
endeavoring to bring about a termination of this pro- 
tracted war.—JVew Orleans Bee, Feb. 2. 





Office of the St. Augustine Neus, Feb. 9, 1839. 

Capture oF InpIAns.—-One Indian woman, 
captured by scouts under Capt. Washington, 8 war- 
riors and 10 women under command of Capts. Win- 
der and L. J. Beall, 2d Dragoons. They passed 
down the river to Garey’s Ferry yesterday; they were 
taken near Apopka. The command is on a fresh 
trail. 

From the Herald, 9th inst. 

On Tuesday a squaw was taken near Haw creek | 
by Capt. Washington’s command, who have been on} 
a scout for several days. She says ti 





hat there is a 
gang of four Indians at Kingsley’s place near Pico- 
lata, and another of twelve and their families at) 
Dunn’s Lake. 

She says also that the Seminoles are going in at 
Tampa, and Cod-coa-chy with them. This, of course, 
is not believed. 





Sam Jonrs.—Extract of a letter, dated St. Au- 
gustine, Feb. 9, 183 

An officer just arrived from Picolata reports that 
Capt. Lloyd Beall, with a party of the 2d dragoons, 
had just taken and sent in, from near Lake Opopka, 
a party of eighteen Indians—eight of theta warriors. 
Two of the warriors are near relatives of Wild Cat, | 
and another is a cousin of Sam Jones, which last re- | 
ports that Sam Jones says thai he will hang any In- 
dian who talks of coming in, or any white man who! 
comes to him.—Savannah Georgiun. 








Lirrie Rock, Jan. 23.—Five companies of the 
4th regiment U.S. infantry, under command of Capt. 
G. A. McCanz, arrived here on Sunday morning 
Jast from Calhoun, Tenn., on a keel-boat, towed by 
the steamer Melton, leaving the remaining five com- 
panies below Pine Bluff, the boat being unable to 
stem the current with two keels. The boat returned 
below to bring them up, leaving those she brought 
here encamped below town. 

The strength of the regiment is abont 400, and com- 
prises a portion of the brave fellows who have, for the 
last three or four years, been hunting the Seminoles in 
the swamps and hammocks of Florida. They have 
latterly been engaged in removing the Cherokees 
from North Carolina, and a portion of them in hunt- 
ing the gang of murderers who had fled to the moun- 
tains of that State. We hope that when they reach 
Fort Gibson, their destination, they will be allowed 
that repose which the hardships of their recent cam- 
paigns must render necessary. Their appearance is 
about what might be expected of men who have been 
long engaged in an Indian war—none of the most 
respectable. They are dressed in fatigue uniform, 
and that none of the cleanest. We see no reason 
why troops on the march, or removing from post to 
post by water, should be permitted to be careless in 
their apparel and general appearance, as is usually the 
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case with them when passing here on their way to 
the garrisons. 

Alter the foregoing was in type, the Melton reach- 
ed here with those who had been left below, and start- 
ed last night with the whole body of troops. 

The following is a list of the officers present with 
this regiment : 

Capt. George A. McCall, commanding. 

Ist Lieut. H. L. Scott, Adjutant. 

2d Lt. Chs. Hoskins, As’t Qr. M. and act’g Com’y. 

Ass’t Surgeons A. F. Suter, E. B. Wolcott. 

Capt. G. Morris; Ist Lieutenants C. H. Larned, 
J. L. Hooper, and H. Prince; 2d Lieutenants C. 
Freeman, R. M. Cochrane, R.H.Graham, J. H. Gore, 
and E. G. Elliott.— Gazeite. . 





Norro.k, Feb. 12.—The U. S. ship Macedonian 
dropped down yesterday to Hampton Roads. 

A list of officers of the U.S. frigate Macedonian, 
bearing the broad pennant of Com. Wu. B. SHusB- 
RICK : 

Captain, Beverly Kennon, 

Lieutenants, 8. B. Wilson, A. E. Downes, F. A. 
Neville, J. C. Sharpe, S. B. Bissell, Z. Holland. 

Surgeon, T. L. Smith. 

Purser, Edward T. Dunn. 

Acting Master, J. C. Walsh. 

Commodore’s Secretary, John Minor. 

Assistant Surgeons, S. R, Addison, J. Huntington- 

Passed Midshipmen, Chas. Steedman, R. L. Love. 

Midshipmen, A. H. Jenkins, John P. Bankhead, G. 
D. Lemoine, John C, Febiger, William B. Webb, J. 
F.,Marrast, H. Ashton, Charles Wager, J. L.Nelson, 

Professor of Mathematics, Jarvis McDuffie. 

Commodore’s Clerk, William Cooper. 

Captain’s Clerk, Richard Kennon, Jr. 

Boatswain, John Shannon, 

Gunner, Charles Wade. 

Carpenter, Daniel Caswell, 

Sailmaker, James R. Childs. 

Marine Officer, 1st Lieut. Henry B. Tyler. 

Passengers— Passed Midshipmen Wm. B. Ludlow, 
Robert E. Hooe.— Beacon. 





Navau.—The frigate United States was taken 
out of the dry dock, at Charlestown, yesterday. The. 
frigate Constellation will be taken into the dock on 
Monday.—Boston Transcript, 16th. 


We learn that orders have been received at the 
navy yard to fit out the U. S.corvette Concord for 
a three years cruise iinmediately.— Boston Mercan- 
tile Journal. 


THe Consort.—We learn that the Secretary of 
the Navy has approved of the conduct of Lieutenant 
Gardner in reference to the French brig Alcibiade, . 
which fired a shot ahead of the Consort as she was 
entering the port of Vera Cruz. We take it, the 
whole nation approves also, now that the circum- 


stances are correctly understood.—WV. Y. Journal of 
Commerce . 


Lieut. Prouty, of the U. S, revenue cutter Hamil- 
ton, at Boston, saved the life of a poor fellow who 
was caught in the ice at the lower part of that har- 
bor on Saturday, 12th inst. The man had been five 
hours in a small boat, without any apparent chance 
of extrication. Due honor should be done to Lieut. 
P. for this noble act. 





The funeral of Captain Marvrn P. Mex, of the 
United States navy, took place on Sunday. Captain 
Mix joined the navy at the commencement of the 
last war with Great Britain, and served with distin- 
guished bravery and ability, under Commodore 
Chauncey, on Lake Ontario. His conduct met with 
great commendation, and was frequently mentioned 
in the official orders of the day. His skill, courage, 
and uniform good conduct advanced him repeatedly 
to stations of responsibility and trust. On his return 
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from the Mediterranean a few years since, as first 
lieutenant of one of our seventy-fours, it was atated 
at the time that no ship was ever brought into port 
in finer condition. He was an accomplished officer 
and gallant seaman. His last service was in the 
command of a sloop of war on the West India sta- 
tion. His country has lost a most patriotic and val- 
uable officer, his family an affectionate and dutiful 
husband and father.—New York Express. 





A high compliment has been paid by the citizens of 
Memphis, Tenn., to Captain A. H. Bowman, of the 
United States Corps of Engineers, who has been 
engaged during the last four years in superin- 
tending the construction of the road across the Mis- 
sissippi swamp, opposite to Memphis. In the course 
of that period his conduct and character as a public 
officer, and in the relations of domestic life, had won 
for him the respect and warm friendship of the peo- 
ple of Memphis, and the occasion of his departure 
for another post was taken to testify to him the esti- 
mation in which they held him. A public dinner 
was accordingly given to him, followed by a brilliant 
evening entertainment to the captain’s lady and 
family. 


N. Y.STATE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 





It has become the painful duty of the President of | 
the Society to announce to its members the recent | 
and lamanted death of the Honorable Major General | 
STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, an honorary | 
member of this Society, and eldest officer in rank of 


the militia of this State. 
Our country has given birth to few individuals, if 


any, whose loss will be more sincerely and univer- | 


sally regretted and deplored. As a patriot, his valua- 


ble services were promptly devoted to his country, | 








appears that, on the night in question, or rather about 
3 on Sunday morning, the marauders, being armed 
and disguised, broke into the house of a man of the 
name of Vosburgh, living in the third concession of 
Caldwell’s Manor, bound him and his son with 
cords, and wounded both of them in several places 
with bayonets and swords, so much so, that the life 
of the old man is said to be in great danger. 

They then set fire to the house and barn, but the 
fire in the former was fortunately extinguished. 
None of the persons engaged in this atrocious out- 
rage were recognised by the Vosburgh family but 
one. The time occupied by the perpetrators of this 
affair is said to have barely exceeded a quarter of an 
hour, The patrole of Captain Rowe’s company of 
volunteers had just returned to their quarters when 
the sentry gave the alarm of fire. 

On the volunteers reaching the spot, they found 
two neighbors from the American side of the lines 
humanely employed in endeavoring to extinguish 
the flames; but, however anxious we might be to 
render them the credit they so wel! deserve for their 
humanity and kindness, we are precluded, by their 
own expressed wishes, from mentioning their names, 
as they are, they say, fearful of the consequences, 
should the circumstance become known to their ma- 
rauding and murdering neighbors. Captain Grat- 
tan, employed on particular service on the Cla- 
renceville frontier, on notice of the outrage reaching 
him, was speedily on the spot. Dr. Laflin was 
prompt in rendering medical aid to the wounded 
sufferers. 





From THE Frontier.—A letter received in this 
city on Saturday; from Plattsburgh, confirms the 
stury of the recent outrage at Caldwell’s Manor, and 
adds, that on the following night several houses 
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both in peace and in war. In his civic character, 

the records of his country will exhibit him for years 

presiding over many of her most important institu- |, 
tions. In his military capacity we find him among 
the first in war, exchanging the joys and comforts 
of domestic life, amid a numerous, amiable, and in- | 
teresting offspring, for the toils, privations, suffer- | a regular plan to embroil the two countries in a war. 
ings, and dangers of the tented field. Born to a| —4ibany Daily Advertiser. 

princely inheritance, his vast available income was — — : 

ever disbursed with unbounded munificence in cha- | 
rities and donations, to aid the moral, intellectual, | 
physical, and_religious advancement of the human | 
family, without the semblance of ostentation or un- | 
worthy selfishness. In friendship, he was sincere— 

to simulation a stranger, bearing always, figurative- 


were burnt in Alburgh, Vermont, by some persons 
unknown. On the receipt of this intelligence at 
Plattsburgh, Colonel Pierce immediately despatched 
a small party of United States troops to Alburgh, and 
fullowed himself the next day. It is more than pro- 
bable that these outrages on the frontier are parts of 
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QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Quartermaster General. 
Thomas S. Jesup, On leave of absence. 
Assistant Quartermasters General. 





ly, but truly, his heart in his hand, free from all dis- | 9 eT a Quartermaster General. 
guise. Intimately known to the President from | °* “"°** Florid an ae the oo 8 in 
years of boyhood, he can assert with confidence, that | as cad Quarters Garey’s 
the whole tenor of his life was an illustration of | Deputy Quartermasters Gen. 
those virtues and graces which elevate, adorn, and | J. B. Brant, St. Louis. 
dignify the human character. H. Whiting, Detroit. 
The members of the Society are requested to wear | Quartermasters. 
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. |T.F Hunt, Garcy’s Ferry, Florida. 
By orDErR, MORGAN LEWIS, I. Clark, New Orleans. 
State Major General U. S. army, JE. Mackay, New York and Philadelphia. 


Charles Thomas, Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Assistant Quartermasters. 
S. McRee, St. Augustine. 
J.M. Washington, Serving with his company in Flo- 
rida, by special permission of the 
Secretary of War. 
Trader’s Hill, Georgia. 
Assigned to duty on the Vermont 
frontier—station Swanton, Vt. 
Fort Leavenworth. 
Assigned to duty at Boston—at pre- 
sent in attendance as a witness be- 
fore the C’t of Inquiry at St. Louis. 


and President of the Society. 
Cuas. A. Curnton, See’y. 
CANADA. 

We learn that Gen. Scott, having received informa- 
tion from Col. Worth that an outbreak had taken place | D. D. Tompkins, 
on the northern frontier, immediately left Albany | C. A. Waite, 
for the seat of the disturbance, with the intention to 
take summary measures to put down any manifesta- 
tions of sympathy.—Vew York American. 

The Montreal Gazette gives the following account 
of the affair: 


Thomas Swords, 
G. H. Crosman, 





; S.B. Dusenber Tampa Bay. 
} We regret to learn, that on the night of Saturday D. H. Vinton, 4 heclined a duty on Niagara fron- 
ast, another most lawless and atrocious incursion tier; stationed at Brownsville, N.Y 
from Alburgh, Vermont, was made by about twenty | k, B. Alexander, Fort Smith, Arkansas. a: 
citizens of the United States, on the peaceable in- | 0. Cross, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
habitants of our frontier, at Caldwell’s Manor. It J.P. Davis, Fort Gibson, Arkansas. 
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F. Searle, 
S. P. Heintzelman, 
J. R. Irwin, 


M. M. Clark, 


Fort Butler, Florida. 

Tallahassee, Florida. 

Assigned to duty at Charleston, S. 
C., at present sick in Philadelphia. 
At Washington, attending to the 
settlement of his accounts. 


E. S. Sibley, Savannah, Georgia. 


E. B. Babbitt, Boston. 

B. A. Terrett, Assigned to duty at F’t Jesup, La. 

R. E. Clary, On temporary duty at Chicago, Ill. 

C. O. Collins, Plattsburgh, N. Y. 

a. R. Hetzel, On daty in the Quartermaster Ge- 
neral’s office, and disbursing for se- 
veuth district. 

R. TH. Peyton, St. Marks, Florida. 

2. S. Dix, Carlisle, Penn. 

J.W. McCrabb, Fort Clinch, Florida, 

E. A. Ogden, Buffalo, N Y. 

J. M. Hill, Sacket’s Harbor, N.Y. 

D.S. Miles, Assigned to duty in Florida, and 


ordered to report to Col. Cross. 
QuarTERMAsTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
}Vashington, Feb. 20, 1839. 





1st Dragoons—-Asst. Sur. Wolcott is assigned to du- 
ty with the squadron at Fort Gibson—Lieut. Col. Ma- 
son’s leave of absence extended till 31 May. 

3d Artiliery—Lieut. Col. Gates’ leave of absence ex- 
tended for thirty days. Captain L’Engle, A. Q. M., 
resignation accepted, to take effect Nov. 30, 1838. 

3d Infantry—Leave for two months granted to Capt. 
Cotton. Major Wilson ordered to join the battalion of 
his regiment at Fort Towson. A detachment of 81 re- 
cruits, enlisted at New Orleans for the 3d infantry, left 
the barracks beluw that city on the 5th inst., under the 
command of Lieut. Sherwood, 7th Infantry, for Fort 
Jesup. 

4th Infantry—Assistent Surgeon Bailey is assigned to 
duty with the regiment. A detachment of 195 recruits, 
destined to reinforce the 4th regimeut of infantry, on 
the Arkansas river, sailed fiom New York on the 16th 
February, in the ship St. Mary, bound to New Orleans. 
Officers—Captain DeHart, 2d artillery, commanding, 
and Lieut. Aisquith, lst artillery. A detachment of 69 
recruits, enlisted in New Orleans for the 4th infantry, 
left the barracks below that city on the 3d inst., under 
the command of Capt. Dorr, 6th infy., for Fort Gibson. 
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OFFICIAL. 


GENERAL HeraD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ORDERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 14, Washington, Feb. 12, 1839 


Tre following Regulation has been received from 
the War Department, and is published for geueral 
information: 

REGULATION CONCERNING SUTLERS. 

“War DEPARTMENT, feb. 11, 1839. 
1....Each military post shall have one sutler, to 
he appointed by the Secretary of War, upon the no- 
mination of a full Council of Administration, coun- 
tersigned by the commanding officer of the post. 
2....Upon the approval of the nomination, the sut- 
ler, thus appointed, shall hold his office for the term 
of three years, unless sooner removed by the order 
of the War Department; but he may be suspended 
from the privilege of sutling by the commanding 
officer of the post, upon the complaint of the Coun- 
cil of Administration, until] the order of the Secreta- 
ry of War can be received in the case. 

3....At the expiration of three years, the appoint- 
ment may be renewed, upon a full examination by 
the Council of Administration, and their report to 
the Secretary of War of the conduct of the sutler, 
countersigned by the commanding officer of the post. 

4....In case of non-appointment, accidental vacan- 
cy, or suspension, the commanding officer of the 
post may appoint, upon the nomination of the Coun- 
cil of Administration ; such appointment to be im- 
mediately reported to the Secretary of War, and to 
remain valid until his pleasure be made known there- 
upon 
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5.... Troops in campaign, or on distant service, will 
be allowed sutlers at the rate of one for every regi- 
ment, Corps, or separate detachment, to be appointed 
by the commanding officer of such regiment, corps, 
or detachment, upon the recommendation of the 
Council of Administration, and subject to the ap- 
proval of the general, or other officer io command, 

6....The post sutlers, heretofore appointed, will be 
continued during the term expressed in their war- 
rants of appointment, subject to the regulations for the 
government .of sutlers of the army of the United 
States. 

7....The 3d, 4th, and 5th paragraphs of article 82, 
of the General Regulatious for the Army are re- 
scinded, J. R. POINSETT.” 


By oRDER OF ALEXANDER MAcoms, 
MajsJor GENERAL COMMANDING-IN-CHIEF: 


R. JONES, Adj’t. Gen, 


——————— 


NAVY. 








ae 














ORDERS. 
Feb. 8—P. Mid. D. F. Dulany, ship Warren. 

P. Mid. J. R. M. Mullany relieved from order 
to ship Warren, and to remain attached to Rendezvous, 
New York. 

9—Captain M. C. Perry, command of steam ship 
Fulton. 

Passed Ass’t. Sur. H.S. Rennolds, Navy Yard, 
New York. 

14—Mid. W. H. Macomb, Naval School, N. York. 

Mid. J. B. Randolph, do do 

15—P. M. E.S. Hutter, Rec’g. ship, Philadelphia. 
1S—P. Mid. J. F. Borden, do do 

P. Mid. J. W. Cooke, det’d f'm ship Warren. 

Mid. C. E. Flemming, do do. 

P. Mid. F.S. Haggerty, do fri’te Constitution. 

Lt. J. W. Swift, steam ship Fulton. 


RESIGNATIONS, 


Feb. 16—John O. Butler, acting Carpenter. 
18—Ezra T. Doughty, Lieutenant. 





U.S. VESSELS REPORTED. 
Frigate Macedonian, Captair. Kennon, bearing the 


| bread pendant of Commodore Shubrick, sailed from 


Hampton Roads for the West Indies, on Thursday 
morning, Feb. 14. 

Ship Boston, Commander Babbit, at Havana, 5th inst. 
to ni on a cruise in a few days—officcrs and crew all 
well. 

Ship Vandalia, Commander Levy, sailed from Pensa- 
cola, on the 3d instant, for Vera Cruz. 

The New York Star publishes the following list of 
officers attached to the U.S. ship Vandalia : 

Uniau P. Levy, Commander. Lawrence Pennington, 
Spencer C. Gist, Lieutenanis. Two vacancies in com. 
Lieutenants. Acting Master Henry J. Paul. John V. 
Smith, Surgeon. James Brooks, Purser. Edmund La- 
nier, Chs. S. Ridgely, John N. Maffit, Passed Midship- 
men. William A. Ghaes: Assistant Surgeon. Daniel 
Ammen, Hamilton Godman, Alphonse Barbot, Henry K. 
Davenport, Israel Wait, William L. Blanton, Samuel 
Marcy, Charles Bertody, John C. Richardson, Lyman 
R. Law, Midshipmen. H. Dewey, Captain’s Clerk. 

East Inpia squapron—Frigate Columbia, Commo. 
Read, and ship John Adams, Comm’r. W yman, arrived 
at Bombay, from Muscat, Nov. 1, and sailed Nov. 11. 

Packet schooner Woodbury, Lieut. Comd’t. Nicholas, 
sailed from S. W. Pass Mississippi, on the 5th instant, 
for Vera Cruz. 


MARRIAGES. 


In Norfolk, on the 13th inst , Mr. THOMAS REIL- 
LY, Jr., to Miss HARRIET, daughter of Captain 
Tuomas T. Wess, of the U.S. navy. 

In Philadelphia, on the 12th inst., Lieut. JOHN E. 
BISPHAM, U.S. N., to ALETTA, fourth daughter of 
Samvet Hazveuvrst, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

In New York, on the !3th instant, JAMES C. WIL- 
LIAMSON, of the U.S. navy, to THERESA K., daugh- 
ter of the late JONATHAN WILMARTH. 
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DEATHS, 


At Sing Sing, N.Y., onthe 7th inst., in the 75th year 
of herage, Mrs. CATHARINE HALE, relict of the 
late Dr. M. Hate, of the U. S. army. 

At Mount Pleasant, Westchester county, N. Y., on | 
the 10th inst., Mrs. CATHERINE HALL, sister to the | 
Hon. J. K. Pautoine, Secretary of the Navy. 

In Annapolis, Md., on the 10th instant, Francis, son 
of Lt. Joun B. Scorr, of the U.S. army, aged about 2 
years and 7 months. 

On Saturday, the 9th instant, of tubercular consump- 
tion at the residence of his father, Naru’t. Youne, Esq., 
near the Isle of Wight Court House, Va., Lieut. JOHN 
FRANCIS YOUNG, U. S. Marine Corps, in the 22d 
year of his age. 














REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. | 

In the city of Hudson, on the evening of the 11th Jan. | 
Captain ALEXANDER COFFIN, in the 99th year of 
his age, (burn 21st September, 1740, on the island of | 
Nantucket.) Until within the last year, he was active | 
and prompt in bodily exercise ; the sickness terminating | 
his life was of about 4 weeks’ duration, being the natu- | 
ral decay of the system. He was the last of the origi- 
nal proprietors who settled in the city of Hudson in! 


rican independence—is the same who was formerly 
known by the nameof Arnold, but after the base treache- 
ry of General Arnold at West Point, such was his de- 
votion to the cause of liberty, and utter contempt for 
that officer’s conduct, that he, by the request of Baron 
de Steuben, resolved to abandon the name that circum- 
stances had rendered odious, for one more intimately 
connected with his country’s welfare. 


Suddenly, of a stroke of the palsy, at his residence in 
the town of Ulysses, N. Y., on the 3d Jan., General 
JOHN SMITH, in the 72d year of his age. General 
Smith has held various civil and military offices; he 
was a captain in the service of the United States for 


| One campaign on the Niagara frontier, during the late 


war with Great Britain; and was with General Wayne 
in his expedition against the Indians. 

In Campbell county, Va., on the 14th Jan., Captain 
SACKVILLE KING, in the 92d year of his age. He 
was at the surrender of Cornwallis, and was the last of 
aix brothers, all of whom served in the Revolutiona- 
ry war. 

On the 12th January, at his residence in Mountville, 
in thi: Parish, Judge WILLIAM GARRARD, in the 
74th year of his age, a native of Stafford county, Virgi- 
nia, and an officer in Washington’s army up to the time 
of the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. He was a 


1784. Often called by his fellow citizens to places of Vigilant and worthy soldier, and in that battle distin- 
confidence—was twice elected to the Legislature of | guished himself as such. At the close of the war he 
Massachusetts—a member of the convention of this State | moved to Kentucky, and was called to the bench as one 





for amending the constitution—post master and mayor 
of this city, discharging the duties with satisfaction to / 
his constituents, and honor to himself. He had long 
been an intelligent shipmaster of sterling integrity, un- | 
pe he finally discontinued the seas, at about sixty years 
of age. 

In the winter of 1774, he had for passengers to Lon- | 
don the consignees of the ‘Tea, then recently destroyed 
in Boston harbor. That so much worth should be early | 
sought for, might well be expected; the same year he 
was invited todine with Dr. Fothergill, in company | 
with Dr. Franklin and a British peer, in Loudon; thus 
becoming carly initiated in the views, feelings, and an- 
ticipations of those true friends of the American Colonies, | 
he at once came outa firm supporter of the American | 
cause, an unwavering patriot. He was the bearer of 
the despatches from Dr. Franklin, in Paris, announcing 
the friendly interest the French court had manifested 
towards America, He was twice a prisoner during the 
war—and was very intimate with John Adams, John 
Hancock, and Samuel Adams, and the leading whigs of | 
the Revolution, and has since enjoyed the most friendly 
relations with the most prominent men of the present 
day, and those preceding them. | 

The above was from the pen of a correspondent. We 
extract the following from an editorial article in the 
same paper: 

The funeral of the venerable Alexander Coffin was 
attended, on Sunday last, by a very large number of our | 
citizens. His bodily and mental powers were to the | 
last as vigorous as most men possess at the age of from | 
sixty to seventy. 

He possessed uncommon decision of character and | 
strong moral principle ; as an example of which a rela- | 
tive of the family informs us, that up to the age of eighty | 
or eighty-five years, he had been in the habit of taking | 
his glass of brandy, or spirits and water, daily, at Ll | 
and 4 o’clock, having contracted the habit in his early | 
days atsea. A temperance paper fell into his hands, | 
which pleaded for the disuse of ardent spirits; after 
reading it, he remarked it was reasonable and conelu- 
sive; and from that time wholly abandoned the prac- 
tice.—Hudson Republican. 

In Albany on the llth Jan., JESSE COLES, in his 
83d year. He aided in the battles of Horse Neck, New 
Bedford, &c. He served as the captain of a partisan 
band, until he was captured and brought to that city, 
where he served Washington asa spy until the conclu- 
sion of the war. 

In Truro township, Franklin county, Vt., on the 4th 
Jan., Mr. FREDERICK SPRAGUE, in the 77th year 
of his age. 

At his residence in the town of Steuben, Oneidacoun- 
ty, N. Y., on the Ist of January, instant, JONATHAN 
STEUBEN, in the $2d year of his age. Mr. Steuben 
was asdldier and an officer during the war of the Revo- 


of her judges —from whence, thirty-eight years since, he 
became a citizen of this parish, by appointment of Mr. 
Jefferson as a Land Commissioner. His loss is sincerely 
regretted by numerous friends. His remains were fol- 
lowed to the grave by the volunteer companies of the 
town of Opelousas, as the last tribute of respect due to 
an aged and worthy patriot.— Opelousas, Lou., Gazette. 

At Philadelphia, on Friday, the 18 Jan., in the 83d 
year of his age, Captain JAMES GLENTWORTH, of 
the Revolutionary army, and formerly surveyor of the 
port of Philadel; ma. 

At Philadelphia, on the 17th Jan., GEORGE YOHE, 
in the 54th year of his age, a soldier in the Revolution- 
ary war. 

On the 29th Dee., in Spartanburgh Distriet, (S. C.) 
Captain MARTIN COLE, an officer of the Revolution, 
aged 83 years, 4 months, and 9 days. He was in the 
battles of Fort Moultrie, Brandywine, Germantown, 
Monmouth, and at the siege of Charleston, where he was 
taken prisoner by the British. He was one of General 
Washington’s Life Guard for two years. 

FULWAR SKIPWITH has been called to join his 
compatriots, in the fullness of years. Commencing life 
with patriotic impulses, he first sealed his devotion to 
his country, and gave assurance of his zeal, at the me- 
morable stege of Yorktown, at the age of 17, as a volun- 
teer. After the war, he was selected by Gen. Wash- 
ington for a foreign consular agency ; in this condition, 
for nearly 20 yoart, and chiefly as consul general m 
Paris, he faithfully and ably served his country at our 
most trying crisis, with general approbation. His inti- 
mate relations with most of the distinguished men that 
for so long a period wielded the destiny of France, as 
well as with those of his own country, is shown in an 
extensive correspondence of intense interest, and which 
was maintained with the survivors, to a late period in 
his career. Retiring from the turmoils of po litical life, 
he selected the miid climate of Louisiana for his resi- 
dence, where, in literary retirement, he enjoyed the 
ideal repose of his early desires. In the political re- 
volution of 1510, when that part of Louisiana, known as 
the Florida parishes, separated from the Spanish mo- 
narchy, he was unanimously elected Governor. On its 
union with Louisiana in 1812, he was selected to repre- 
sent the district of Baton Rouge in the Senate of the 
State, and elected as its presiding officer, which situa- 
tion he filled with great dignity and firmness. The 
character of Fulwar Skipwith belongs to his country— 
toit he always sacrificed, when he deemed it necessa- 
ry, fortune, family, and self, with lofty principles of 
patriotism and honor, which he derived from a distin- 
guished ancestry—improved by an extensive intercourse 
with the elite of the polished and literary circles of 
the French metropolis, he presented, even at the ma- 
ture age of 74, one of the purest specimens of the ac- 
complished Virginia gentlemen of the ‘‘ olden time.” — 








lution, and acted a conspicuous part in the cause of Ame- 


New Orleans Bee. 
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